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Airport gets new airlines 

Southern Skyways has 
announced plans to begin new, 
non-stop flights between 
Rockford, Ill. and Detroit, 
making the airline the fourth 
new carrier in fewer than 
three months to announce 
plans to serve Detroit Metro 
Airport. 

The new flights will operate 
three-times per week begin- 
ning June 6, said Lester 
Robinson, Wayne County 
Airport Authority CEO, 

“The addition of four new 
airlines to the Detroit Metro 
family in such a short period 
underscores the growth poten- 
tial for air transportation to 
and from Metro Detroit,” he 
said. “The Airport Authority 
remains committed to provid- 
ing our region with a strong air 
transportation hub that also 
continues to be the hub of new 
opportunities for Southeast 
Michigan.” 

Located 85 miles northwest 
of Chicago, Chicago-Rockford 
International Airport (RFD) is 
an alternative to larger, busier 
Chicago airports. Northwest 
Airlines briefly served the 
Detroit-RFD route from May 
2005 to January 2006. 

New Southern Skyways 
flights will depart Detroit at 10 
a.m. and arrive at RFD at 10 
a.m. Central Time. Return 
flights will leave RFD at 7 a.m. 
Central Time and arrive in 
Detroit at 9 a.m. 

Service will be offered on 
Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday aboard a 115 seat 
McDonnell Douglas DC-9-30 
jet aircraft 

Securing the deal shows air 
travel from Detroit is alive and 
well, said Jack Vogel, senior 
vice president of business 
development for the Wayne 
County Airport Authority. 

“Tm not aware of another 
airport in the country to have 
gained four new airlines so far 
in 2008, but it is a testament to 
the strength of the Detroit 
market,” he said. 


Spaces limited for veterans’ 
benefits seminar — 

The Westland Veterans 
Association, in conjunction 
with State Rep. Richard 
LeBlane (D-Westland) and 
State Sen. Glenn Anderson (D- 
Westland), will host a veterans’ 
seminar in two sessions on 
April 19 to update men and 
women who have served their 
country on the programs in 
place to benefit them, includ- 
ing medical and health bene- 
fits. 

The first session will take 
place at 9:30 a.m. at the VEW. 
Harris-Kehrer Post 3323, locat- 
ed at 1055 South Wayne Road 
between Cherry Hill and 
Palmer roads. A second ses- 
sion will take place at the Sgt. 
Stanley Romanowski V.EW. 
Post 6896, located at 28945 Joy 
Road. 

Each session is open to 
about 300 people, but those 
spaces are expected to fill 
quickly. Due to the limited 
seating available, reservations 
will be required to attend and 
} the sessions are open only to 
| veterans and their spouses. 

! The veterans need not be 
| Westland residents. 

| For more information or to 
/ reserve a seat for the seminar, 
/ contact Tony Wager at (734) 
637-7992, Joe Tebor at (734) 
| 377-8329, or Ken Mehl at (734) 

261-5955, 
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Race track approval irks city lead 


!am very pleased to announce that 
thoroughbred racing will continue 





Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 





When Michigan Racing Commissioner 
Christine C. White issued a track license to Post 
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coup for Huron Township, it e 
the City of Romulus’ ability t 
operator for a parcel of land\._-_. - wuss au 
Interstate 94, where Canadian track operator 
Magna purchased land for a harness racing 





It Stables, Inc. for a horse race track in Huron here in Michigan. facility that was later scrapped. 

Township, advocates of horse racing cheered “Don’t get me wrong, but I wish Huron 

loudly. Pre 7 lity,” sai 
y. Christine C. White (Township) all the best with the facility,” said 


But officials in Romulus, who spent nearly 
three years supporting a plan to build a har- 
ness racing track within their city that ultimate- 
ly fell apart last year were left cold. 

“IT am very pleased to announce that thor- 
oughbred racing will continue here in 


Michigan,” 


Eggs-citement 





White said. “Our office has worked 
with Post It Stables, Inc. to make this happen.” 
Though the approval of the license was a big 





Mayor Alan Lambert. 

‘The approval of the license does mean that 
we'll never get a track — there’s just not the 
means to support two tracks that close to each 


See Track, page 4 


Airport 
flecision 
fielayet 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 









A delay in a decision regarding 
the proposed airport expansion 
plan will give the city about six 
more weeks to determine if any 
aspects of the plan are beneficial 
to the city, and to protest those 
they feel are detrimental. 

The Wayne County Airport 
Authority decided not to approve 
or deny the expansion plan at the 
March 20 meeting. During the 
meeting several local officials 
voiced concerns about the plan 
and expressed a need for more 
information. 

The delay is the latest in a war 
of words between the city and the 
airport about the plan, which has 
been a thorn in the side of officials 
at both the airport and the city for 
the past several weeks. 

“We applaud the Airport 
Authority board for acting ina 
responsible manner and giving all 
parties more time to work on a 
plan that will benefit the airport 
while protecting the community,” 
said Romulus Mayor Alan 
Lambert. 

“We must not rush through a 
plan that will devastate our neigh- 
borhoods, leaves too many ques- 
tions unanswered and is opposed 
by communities across southeast 
Michigan,” he added. ‘‘The board’s 
decision to slow things down today 
will give the airport and local com- 
munities more time to work 
together on a plan all parties can 
accept. 

The authority is expected to 
take up the plan again at a May 22 
meeting, according to city officials. 


A big idea 
The Detroit Metropolitan 
Airport Master Plan has been 


The Easter holiday was a little colder than usual, but hat didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of children col- 
lecting eggs at the annual Easter Egg Hunt Saturday. The hunt took place at the Romulus Senior Center 
on Bibbins Road, and was attended by hundreds of children. During the event, the Easter Bunny made 
his official arrival in the city before hopping along to deliver baskets. 





Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Though the city of Romulus is 
touting an official April 1 opening 
at the new recreation facility, the 
activity is already under way at the 
new building. 

Romulus Athletic Center per- 
sonnel are busy signing up mem- 
bers from the city and from several 
other areas, and most are 


impressed with the level of activity 
at the new center, said Councilman 
William Crova. 

“T stopped off at the recreation 
center to take a look at he finished 
building and to see about a mem- 
bership,” he said. “I was very 
impressed.” 

As of this week, the facility 


_loeated at Northline and Wayne 


roads is fully staffed and opera- 
yond but the management at the 


Recreation center opening under way 


facility hopes to sign up more resi- 
dents at the grand opening, which 
is Slated for April 1, said Mayor 
Alan Lambert. 

“We had quite a few people 
there signing up for member- 
ships,” he said. 

The Athletie Center is the first 
new municipal building construct- 
ed in the city in many years. 


See Recreation, page 4 


under way for several months, and 
is a requirement mandated by the 
Federal Aviation Administration. 


~The authority hired a group of 


contractors and planners in 2006 
to come up with an expansion 
plan. It would be implemented 
only if passenger traffic levels 
increase by 2.3 percent during the 
next several years. 

The plan includes building a 
fifth parallel runway that would 
be constructed in about 2017. 

The runway appears at this 
time to be the most contested part 
of the plan because several resi- 
dences and businesses would 
have to be demolished and relo- 


See er port page 4 
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Saturday & snd © 7:30-11:00 AM 
Buy One Breakfast At Full Price 
Get 2nd FREE 


Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

LIMIT | COUPON PER PERSON. DINE-IN ONLY Tox Not Induded. _ eum 
Yolid only at participating Golden Corral restourants, 
Present coupon when ordering. Void if copied or where prohibited 
No shoring. Exp. 4-24-08 - Westland Location Only 
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FREE LUNCH 


Monday-Friday * 11:00 AM-3:00 PM 
Buy One Lunch At Full Price 
Get 2nd FREE 
With purchase of 2 beverages 


Connot be combined with any other offer. 

UMIT | COUPON PER PERSON. DINE-IN ONLY Tax Not Included. 
Valid only of periceaey Soles Corral restourents. golden) 
Present coupon whe ting. Yold if copied or where prohibited. [: NTs ral) 
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~ FREE DINNER 


Monday-Thursday * After 4:00 PM 
Buy One Dinner At Full Price 
Get 2nd FREE 
With purchase of 2 beverages 


Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

LIMIT } COUPON PER PERSON. DINE-IN ONLY Tax Not Induded. 
Volid only at participeting Golden Corrol restavrants. JolGer 
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Meghan Chatham 
Staff Writer 


Tommie Hunter, a former area 
resident who moved to Alabama 
after retiring from the Ford Wayne 
Assembly Plant, enjoyed a visit to 
his past recently. 

Tommie, his wife, Susie, and 
daughter, Tracy, joined his brother, 
Paul, and sister-in-law, Katie, for a 
trip back to Michigan. They came to 
view an exhibition of handmade 
quilts created by their grandmoth- 
er, Susana Allen Hunter, on display 
at Henry Ford Museum in 
Dearborn. 

Hunter grew up watching their 
grandmother create the quilts in 
her home in Wilcox County, Ala. 

“She raised me,” he said. 

The family home had only two 
rooms, no running water, and no 
electricity. Keeping the family 
warm on cold nights was a concern 
since the house had no insulation 
and was not well heated. 

Her quilting, Hunter said, was a 
hobby his grandmother allowed 
herself only during the winter. 
Entertainment options for a 
woman in rural Alabama were lim- 
ited, and quilting was considered a 
practical way to pass the time. 
During the summer months, life on 
the family farm was simply too busy 
to allow time for such needlework, 
Hunter recalled. 

“In the wintertime, she couldn't 
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Stitch in time 
Former resident’s grand | 


do anything else,” he said. 

Day after day, he said, his grand- 
mother would sit before her quilt- 
ing frame—which was hung from 
the ceiling by four ropes—and 
hand-stitch together quilts for the 
family out of whatever materials 
were available. She used salvage- 
able portions of worn out shirts and 
jeans and even flour and sugar 
sacks. They were filled using small 
pieces of cotton that couldn't, for 
one reason or another, be sent off to 
the cotton mill. Because it grew 
dark early, much of her work was 
done by the light of a kerosene 
lamp, he said. 

Although the family always 
knew that Susana Hunter had done 
a lot of quilting, Susie Hunter said 
that they hadn’t realized just how 
many quilts she had actually made 
until she was ready to move into 
their home in Mobile and her 
belongings needed to be packed 
up. 

“There were at least 75 quilts,” 
Susie Hunter said. The quilts dated 
from the 1930s to the 1970s. 

The finds even explained an on- 
going grumble her grandchildren 
had offered over the years. 

“Our daughters always com- 
plained about jumping up onto the 
high bed,” said Hunter. 

‘There were 20 quilts on the one 
bed,” she said, adding that it had 
raised the height of the bed dra- 
matically. 





Visitors will not see traditionally recognized quilting patterns or even 
many straight lines in the pieces created by Susana Hunter. 





KRI Construction 


free estimate. 


Licenced & Insured e Over 20 Years Experience 
References Available ¢ All Work GUARANTEED! 
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ANY HOME IMPROVEM 


HOME REMODELING: ADDITIONS: ROOFING & SIDING 


specializes 





“| 





in all types of 
residential remodeling and renovation - kitchens, 
bathrooms, rec rooms, siding, additions, and more. 
If you can imagine it, we can build it! Call today for a 
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The visit to The 











Henry Ford was truly a family affair for brothers Tommie and Paul Hunter and their families. The 
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exhibition marked the first time the family had seen the quilts created by their grandmother displayed since they 
were sold to the museum a few years ago. 


After Susana Hunter died at 93, 
members of the family decided to 
contact The Henry Ford to see if 
the museum would be interested in 
purchasing—and preserving for 
posterity—some of the quilts. It did. 

“They stand out because they 
are a wonderful, very creative use 
of ‘found material’,’ said Jeanine 
Head Miller, curator of Domestic 
Life for the Henry Ford. ‘She liter- 
ally made something beautiful out 
of nothing. These quilts were utili- 
tarian and made to be used. Often 
times, many of these quilts didn't 
survive because they were used.” 

The quilts bear scant resem- 
blance to the time-consuming tradi- 
tional designs in which identically 
shaped pieces are brought together 
into a symmetrical whole. Instead, 
Miller said that they are much 
more improvisational as Hunter, 
like rural women throughout the 
South, created her own freeform 
designs to make pleasing use of the 
materials available and focused on 
strip-piecing to get the quilts com- 
pleted more quickly than would 
otherwise be possible. 

“They look very modern 
because they aren’t bound by tradi- 


tional constraints,” said Miller. 








Convenient Parking behind Forest off of Harvey St. 


(734) 414-6400 


HOURS: Mon.-Tues.-Weds. 11-9 ae 
Thur, 11-10 ¢ Fri.& Sat. 11-11 * Sun, 12-8 Al 


Always Free Wireless Internet 
(come work or play) 
All specials in bar area 


“Some of them resemble modern 
art. It’s absolutely inspirational 
about how people can make the 
most out of limited circumstances.” 

Tommie Hunter said that the 
chance to see his grandmother’s 


handiwork—as much a part of her~ 


life as her outspoken nature or her 
love of hats—exhibited at the 
museum the family handpicked to 
care for them was welcome. 
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Despite the modern art feel of many of the quilts, their creation was 
begun first and foremost to meet an everyday need. 


“Tt’s nice to see them on dis- 


play—appreciated,” he said. 
The nearly 30 quilts made b 
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y visit www. TheHenryFord.org. 


© $2.25 Miller Lite / 
e $4.00 House Wines 
e $5.00 All Martinis 


Mionday and 
e 1/2 Off All Appetizers 
e $2.95 Margaritas 


2.00 Off Chicken & Steak Quesadillas 
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e 1/2 Off All Pizzas 
e $2.95 Long Islands & Long Beaches 
¢ $2.95 All Daiquiris 
Plus Wine Specials!! 
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Hunter, along with a selection of 
other items from her household, 
are on display at Henry Ford 
Museum through April 27 as part of 
an exhibit called Quilting Genius 2: 
The Improvisational Quilts of 
Susana Hunter. The quilts on dis- 
play are now part of the permanent 
collection although textiles are 
rarely displayed for any length of 
time due to conservation concerns. 
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For more information, contact 
the museum at (313) 982-6001 or 
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° $2.95 Irish & Spanish Coffees 
¢ $1.00 Off All Well Drinks 
Plus $1 off all Well Drinks from the bar 
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Budget for Horizon Park ae reduced 


Andrea King walk treatment; an irrigation sys- 

Staff Writer tem fed from the lake; permanent = 

monument signs; trash recepta- 

Plans for the Horizon Park proj- cles; pet waste receptacles; a kiosk 














ect in Belleville have changed. that will state the history of the | WE por vice WACK 
The plan calls for about city, watershed information and MG DECORA T TUT HrNGe aT aa SaaS 
$470,000 In events; a pavil- ; aa PROP. TRASH RECEPTACLE NTS 
improvements, a9 ion with pow- Ae 
Which is less , ered lights, a 
than previously We'll save about $8,000- weather vain 
estimated, 70,000 by buying equip- and brickpavers; 
according to a celvennat streetlights; a 
John Hennessey ment an elivering it to regrade of the PROP, KIOSK 
of Hennessey the contractors as park and other 
Engineering Inc additional 
in Trenton. needed during the amenities and 
“We'll save project. maintenance for |i a) Tesh (elt hahaa : bn 
about $8,000- the community. aaa nes deere Ce — ee FABLE TYP) 
10,000 by buying John Hennessey Council mem- et Ly = | apd 
equipment and bers approved |ieve es toy A. a ee (5 & Seon 
delivering it to the proposed |. ea ae! a norma TAPETACUA YY) 
the contractors as needed during plans recently and the project will = as TENS Eva peemled eo CS 
the project,” he said. now go out for construction bids. | — | oe) SDK 


Scheduled improvements will Funds will come from a $1 million 
include: a 150 foot dock extension, grant that was awarded to 
providing access from Belleville Belleville in 2004 from Wayne 


Lake to the park; sidewalk County through the county parks : 
removal and replacement; board- millage. Plans for the Horizon Park project include about $470,000 worth of amenities and improvements. 


County to begin water project 
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Andrea King 5 5 as other communities downstream, 
Staff Writer | will parallel an existing water main | CAR INSURANCE RIGHT NOW | 
The first disruption will be to provide redundant and more reli- | | 
Detroit Water and Sewage able source of water, according to | Why wait to save money? Call me any time day or 
Department will soon start a water Tyler Road back to officials. | night for a free quote or to purchase car imsurance. | 
main project in Van Buren Belleville Road. So Supervisor Cindy King said any | 
Township. ' time there are improvements to the 
That means road closures until road closures will be system, it’s good. 
sometime in 2009, according to Todd done in phases “Anything that monitors flow and 
Knepper, director of the water and consistency is a better thing,” she 
sewer department for Van Buren throughout that time. said. 
Township. The project wiil be disruptive to 
“We're still waiting for county Todd Knepper the flow of traffic, some roads may | 
road permits, but as soon as those be completely closed at certain | 
come in the project will start in times because the water mainis | Le 
about two weeks,” he said. “There completed by June of 2008, Knepper large, along with the equipment | Kevin Hatmaker, Agent 
will be road closures, lane closures said, then phase two—from placed under Tyler Road. Weve MIRA 
and it will all be according to Wayne _ Belleville Road to Hannan Road— “They re making capital improve- Bus: 734-641-2886 | 
County permits.” will start with the total completion ments that will improve service to www.kevinhatmaker.com | 
The 42-inch water transmission in2009. us,” said Knepper. “T’'ll continue to | 
main project will stretch along “The first disruption willbe Tyler attend the progress meetings and as LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.” | 
Ecorse Road from Michigan Avenue __ Road back to Belleville Road,’ said soon as we know more information Providing Insurance and Financial Services | 
to Beck Road, south on Beck Road Knepper “So road closures will be . we'll get it out to the public.” ie 
to Tyler Road and eventually the done in phases throughout that The project will be funded by — | PO60142 ee "Tamiont ieee au agen fe 
entire length of Tyler Road east to time.” Wayne County and is not a local tax ed ead tf me 
Hannan Road. The new water main, which will expense. For more information, visit | sn ibe ce: Eat eeMdee Reb wee cl 


Phase one ofthe project has tobe supply water to the township as well www.dwscLorg. 
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Premier Athletic Facility and Indoor Water Park 


RO uM ACCEPTING 


a n 




















hs _—, 
Sw 
eR Rete. 


NA. 
wee et 


e State of the Art Fitness Center e Competitive Lap Pool | 
e Personal Trainers e Fitness/Aquatics Classes e Lazy River/2-Story Water Slide 


Basketball/Volleyball Leagues e Rock Climbing Wall e Dance Studio e Child Drop Off Center 
eee Se e Birthday Parties e Tournaments e Special Events 
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Calendar 
of events 


Nitch’ schedules benefit 

A group that helps knit 
and sew blankets for needy 
residents is asking the public 
to help them raise money. 

Nitch for the Needy, a 
group of crafters associated 
with the Ball Road 
Tabernacle Church in 
Romulus, has scheduled an 
all-you-can eat spaghetti din- 
ner to generate money to 
fund group activities. 

Alan Richards, the promo- 
tions director of Nitch for the 
Needy, said the condition of 
the local economy has placed 
several people in the area in 
dire straits. 

“This (is a) community 
service event that will help us 
to help people in Romulus,” 
he said. “Our organization 
works all year round, finding 
help for people in crisis and 
in need.” 

In addition to the spaghetti 
dinner, there will also be a 
bake sale and a buffet. 

The dinner will take place 
from 5-8 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 12, at the church. 

Ball Road Tabernacle 
Church is located at just off of 
Ecorse Road and Ball Road, 
west of Middlebelt Road. 


Dinner tickets are $7.50 at 


the door. Children younger 
than 6 can eat for $3.50. Pre- 
ordered tickets are $6.50. 

All proceeds go to help 
needy families 

For more information, call 
(734) 722-9638. 


Library week scheduled 

The Romulus Public 
Library has scheduled a 
series of events to mark 
National Library Week. 

National Library Week 
takes place each year in April 
to honor the work and recog- 
nize the value of local 


|. libraries. This year, the. 


| Romulus Library has organ- 
ized two reading events. 

The first is an appearance 
by Grandma Green Bean the 
Clown, featuring Denise 
Gutenschwager, who will 
appear at 5:30 p.m.on 
Tuesday, April 15. 

The second is a puppet 
show featuring Mike 
Boynton, a puppeteer and 
executive assistant to Wayne 
County Executive Robert 
Ficano. Boynton’s perform- 
ance will take place at 5 p.m. 
on Wednesday, April 16. 

Library Week is April 13- 
19. 

The Romulus Public 
Library is located off Wayne 
Road, next to the Romulus 
City Hall. 

For more information, call 
the library at (734) 942-7589, 


Softball leagues forming 

Men’s Sunday Softball ‘““D” 
leagues are organizing for the 
2008 summer season. 

Up to eight teams are 
needed to comprise the 
league, and games will take 
place at Elmer Johnson Park, 
which is located at 9755 Ozga 
Road. 

Players need not be a resi- 
dent to join a team. 

Game times will take 
place at various times from 
noon to 8:45p.m. on varying 
days. 

Registration fees are $500 
per team, or $50 told hold an 
individual spot. Those fees 
include umpire fees, the 18- 
game schedule, and playoff 
and tournament awards 
given at the end of the season. 

A manager’s meeting will 
take place at 5 p.m. on May 12 
at the recreation department 

The softball league is 
sponsored by Romulus Parks 
and Recreation. 

For more information, call 
(734) 941-8665. 


- Events are compiled by 
Staff Writer Molly Tippen. 
Information about events can 
be sent via e-mail to mtip- 
pen@journalgroup.com, or by 
fax at (734) 729-1840. 





Student projects 


aid new shelter 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


A school requirement is giving 
the effort to build a new animal 
shelter in Romulus an unexpected 
boost this year 

Senior projects — a requirement 
for all graduating 12th graders 
attending Romulus High School — 
give students an opportunity to 
raise money or create awareness 
for a social cause. And this year, 
many students are organizing 
events to help fund a new shelter. 

Justin Kuderik, a 17-year-old 
senior at Romulus High School, is 
one of those students. 

“T chose the shelter because I 
knew a lot of people are working 
on it, and all of our animals at 
home are adopted,” he said. ““We 
have two cats and a chocolate lab. 
There are so many people who get 
to the point where they can’t afford 
to feed their animals, and we just 
don’t have the room to help all of 
them, and some of them get put 
down because of that.” 

The current Romulus shelter is 
a small, blighted building at 
Goddard Road. Councilman 
William Wadsworth, who has 
organized a grassroots effort to 
build a new shelter financed by 
monetary and in-kind donations 
for the past four years, said high 
school students have shown an 


Track 
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other” 


Dueling plans 

Officials from Magna 
Entertainment Group last year 
backed out of a deal to construct 
a $100 million horseracing track, 
which was tentatively called 
Michigan Downs. 

Magna officials informed the 
Office of the. 
Commissioner that they would 


no longer seek a racing permit 
for a Romulus location in August 
2007. 

The track was part of a “‘raci- 
no’ concept for the vacant land 


surrounding Detroit 
Metropolitan Airport, and was a 
cornerstone to making Romulus 
an entertainment destination for 
all of Southeast Michigan. It was 
to be a companion project to the 
proposed casino and hotel, 
which is also in a holding pattern 
as federal approvals are sought. 
The reason Magna gave for 
nixing the casino was lower- 


Airport 
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cated to make room for the run- 
Way. 

The 350-unit Sky Harbor 
Apartments would have to be 
demolished, along with 30 
improved industrial buildings, 18 
improved commercial buildings, 
the Halecreek fire station, the 
Oakbrook subdivision, Merriman 
Elementary School, and possibly 
Halecreek School. 

About 800 residences would be 
demolished, and the city could 
stand to lose almost $1 million in 
assessed revenue, according to the 
city. The Romulus Community 
School District could lose $1.7 mil- 
lion. 

The city would also be about 7 
percent smaller, and could lose 
about 3,500 residents. 


Racing 


extraordinary interest in the 
effort. 

‘Tve received calls from about 
five students this year seeking my 
blessing and asking for support,” 
he said. “And of course, I try to 
help them in every way I can. 

“This year, the number of stu- 
dents raising funds for the shelter 
will put us past the half-way 
mark,” he said. ““We’ll likely have 
at least $125,000 in the bank. We’re 
glad to have (the students) help 
out.” - 

Estimates indicate that a new 
shelter would cost $250,000 to 
build. Wadsworth said that funds 
from individuals and businesses, 
as well as in-kind promises for 
labor, means that work can get 
started without necessarily having 
all of the money in hand. 

A design for a shelter is also 
being devised by Ghafari & 
Associates, and a final plan has 
been approved, Wadsworth added. 
Wadsworth sought — and received — 
support from the Tax Increment 
Financing Authority (TIFA) board, 
but ground on the shelter has yet 
to be broken. 

The new shelter will be located 
on a city-owned parcel of land on 
Northline Road, near the 
Department of Public Works 
Building. The new plan calls for 
many new amenities, including an 
adoption area and an improved 


than-expected earnings, which 
were announced to stockholders 
days before the company pulled 
out of the deal. 

But late last year, Wayne 
County sold a parcel of land to 
Jerry Campbell, the operator 
who will open a horseracing 
track in Huron Township. 
Romulus officials felt thwarted, 
said Lambert. 

“Of course we felt like we 
were undercut,” he said. “I think 
the track would have worked bet- 
ter here — the land in Huron is a 
terrible parcel; there’s no infra- 
structure on it.” 

Wayne County officials, who 
recognize a dire need for jobs, 
felt they had to act on new oppor- 
tunities for growth in the county, 
said Vanessa Denha-Garmo, 
spokesperson for Wayne County 
Executive Robert Ficano. 

“We are working with 
Romulus on various projects and 
potential economic development 
opportunities,” she said. 

“We are committed to 
Romulus. Regrettably, Magna 
entertainment gave up their rac- 
ing license and interest in build- 


Underground or aboveground 
monorail systems would be added 
to transport travelers and employ- 
ees around the airport grounds by 
2013. 


Govemmental involvement 

Romulus, because of the dis- 
placement of individuals and busi- 
nesses and the resulting loss of rev- 
enue that could occur, opposes the 
airport plan, along with several 
other communities concerned 
about noise and air traffic in the 
area. 

Airport officials have said they 
commissioned the master plan to 
prepare for the future, and that it 
would be neglectful for them as 
airport managers not have an 
approved plan in place if and 
when it is needed. 


At the Monday night Romulus © 


City Council meeting, Councilman 
LeRoy Burcroff said he believed a 
delegation of communities speak- 


Justin Kuderik 


storage area for supplies. 

Small fundraisers — bowling 
events, card games, and restaurant 
events have helped fuel the effort 
and Wadsworth said the vast 
majority of support has come from 
small businesses in the area. 

For now, Wadsworth is hoping 
more local businesses and stu- 
dents continue to embrace the ani- 
mal shelter initiative. 

“The more people that get 
involved, the better it is for us,” he 
said. 

Kuderik’s fundraiser is a dinner 
benefit will take place from 5:30- 
8:30 p.m. on April 18 at the 
Romulus Senior Center. The sen- 
ior center is located at 36525 
Bibbins Road. 

The cost for the event is $7 for 
adults and $5 for children. Kuderik 
advises supporters that tickets are 
best purchased before the event 

For tickets or more information, 
call (734) 624-1612. 


ing a race track. An opportunity 
arose with Jerry Campbell; the 
race track will not only be an 
economic stimulus for the 
region, including Romulus, but 
the project is expected to create 
1,100 jobs,” she said. 

‘Huron Township has cooper- 
ated well with the county,” said 
Denha-Garmo. “We appreciate 
their efforts to make this project 
work. There was no intention to 
circumvent Romulus. This was 
an opportunity we could not pass 
on.” 


Next moves 

According to the Horse 
Racing Law of 1995, only three 
track licenses can be issued in 
the metro-Detroit area. The 
license given to Post-It was once 
held by Detroit Race Course. It 
was then granted to Magna, who 
relinquished it. 

Magna Is still working with the 
city to develop the parcel, and 
there is the possibility that a 
shopping center could be opened 
in the future. 

Post It plans to have its first 
race in July 2008. 





ing out caused the airport authori- 
ty to look at their plan again. 

‘‘We had several representatives 
from other communities, including 
the mayor of Inkster, and many oth- 
ers who came out and supported 
us,” he said. “We definitely appre- 
ciate their support and thank them 
for coming to the meeting.” 

Airport authority representa- 
tives have complained that they 
were not permitted to speak at the 
forum March 11 at Merriman 
School. 

“It was not a good forum for 
them to speak at, and we told them 
that before the meting,” said Tim 
Keyes, city economic development 
director. 

“It wasn’t a surprise at the last 
minute.” 

Keyes and Lambert said they 
would welcome the airport author- 
ity CEO Lester Robinson, to speak 
at a city council meeting as a peti- 
tioner, however. 
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The $18 million building was 
formerly a warehouse facility 
owned by the Overhead Crane Co. 
The project was financed by Tax 
Increment Finance Authority 
funds. 

The facility, when it opens, will 
have a main gym, a teen gym, nau- 
tilus equipment, an Olympic-sized 
pool, a kiddie pool, a hot tub, a 
fountain-like pool, a one-tenth- 
mile track, a rock climbing wall, 
rest and relaxation areas, a ban- 
quet hall, a café and meeting 
rooms. 


The 89,000 square foot facility 
features an 8,000 square foot work- 
out area with treadmills, elliptical 
machines, bicycles and free 
weights. | 

The city was hoping for a 2007 
opening, but backorders on the tile 
in the swimming areas, and some 
other unexpected issues, delayed 
the opening of the center. 

At the site Tuesday, it appeared 
some outdoor landscaping was still 
under way. 

Romulus City Council members 
last week approved a management 
agreement with Virginia-based 
Rink Management to operate all 
aspects of the facility. Rink hired 
nearly 100 employees to man the 
center. 


The city is hopeful that the 
number of memberships — which 
for a family cost $400 per year — 
will pay for the $84,000 per year 
Rink contract, payroll costs and 
other costs associated with operat- 
ing the facility. 

Initially, an endowment from 
the general fund approved by 
Romulus City Council members 
paid start-up costs, but the long- 
term goal is for the facility to be 
self funding through memberships 
and incremental activities like day 
passes for people not willing to 
commit to a full membership. 

For more information or to 
inquire about a membership, call 
the Romulus Athletic Center at 
(734) 942-2223. 








fair site 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 





The Wayne County Fair- 
grounds in Belleville could be the 
next to go green. 

In an effort to cut costs and 
help to save the environment, 
members of the Wayne County 
Fair Association are proposing a 
solar plan to reduce dependence 
on fossil fuels and lower the level 
of carbon emission they produce. 

“The idea in general is to 
solarize most of the fairgrounds, 
if we can, and do it in incre- 
ments,” said Dave Sauers, who is 
spearheading the initiative. 

‘As we all know, man kind has 
abused the environment due to 
his lack of knowledge and the 
false sense that the supply of fos- 
sil fuel was never ending. As the 
natural resources become over- 
come from this dependency, we 
need to seek out other ways to 
produce the energy we need to 
live,” he added. “If we can’t do 
something for the grounds now it 
won't be here in 10 years.” 

The plan includes: reviewing 
the total energy requirements; 
lowering energy waste through 
replacing old energy wasting 
equipment; energy metering and 
replacing lighting to new technol- 
ogy illumination tubes; imple- 
menting a solar introduction 
through a design plan for solar 
photovoltaic, solar hot water and 
biofuel systems; a recycling plan 
designed to reuse compost waste; 
green recovery, brown recovery, 
paper product waste, hard waste, 
like cans, glass and wood and a 
rain water recovery system and 
farming techniques to tolerant 
planting; organic production; 
using less water for irrigation and 
the proper use of non-organic fer- 
tilizers. 

Frank Rochowlak, presi- 
dent of the Wayne County Fair 
Association Board of Directors, 
said the start is to do simple 
things. 

“Putting in solar tubes for day- 
light and parking lights with solar 
panels, those are some; it’s going 
to be an experiment,” he said. 
“We’re looking at all the things 
that can be done and trying to go 
high-tech.” 

Not only will a major benefit 
be saving the environment, but 
there would be major cost savings 
in utilizes, too, Sauers said. 

Since 1946—when the fair- 
grounds was founded—the price 
of a barrel of crude oil has 
climbed to over $100, which is 90 
percent more now to run the fair- 
grounds, he added. 

“That year the cost of electric 
was about $.01 per kilowatt hour, 
but as we consume natural 
resources at an alarming rate. We 
need to stop the wasting so old 
mother earth can keep our future 
and the future of generations to 
come,” said Sauers. “‘It costs over 
$9,200 to light our four buildings 
for one year, that means that 
these four buildings use 16-27 
times their footprint. All this is 
based on today’s costs, but if you 
factor in a third increase, you'll 
be facing an annual cost of 
$12,236 or more. 

‘The solar plan can reduce the 
overall energy footprint by 50 per- 
cent or more within a few years,” 
he added. 

“This amounts to reducing 
electric cost to less than $6,200 
per year. Just think of what we 
can do with the savings.” 

To help with their initiative, 
they are filing for a $50,000 grant 
to help fund the solar plan system 
to generate electricity, which they 
hope to find out shortly after 
April 4 if they will receive the 
funds, Rochowiak said. 

“Our utilities run over $20,000 
a year at the fairgrounds so we're 
looking at ways to reduce that 
through solar conservation,” he 
said. ‘“We’re looking at ways to 
use the sun so we don’t have to 
rely on foreign oil.” 
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Our disappointment outweighs our surprise 


Disappointed, but not surprised. 

That’s how Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick character- 
ized his reaction to the eight felony counts that were levied 
against him by Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Worthy on 
Monday. 

It probably characterizes the reaction of many throughout 
the greater Detroit region, too, from local elected officials to 
residents of both the cities and the suburbs. 

Disappointed, but not surprised. It certainly reflects our 
opinion of the way this whole thing played out and it high- 
lights a few things we should consider as our state is once 
again dragged through the mud for a situation none of us 
could have foreseen; it’s another black eye for a state that has 
suffered through a single-state recession, the threat of a virtu- 
al government shut-down last year and the debacle of the 
presidential primary just a few months ago. 

We should all be disappointed, but not surprised about the 
mayor’s long line of defenses: first blame rumors and innuen- 
do, then the media, finally the great city-suburb divide and 
then the ‘race card.’ 
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We should all be disappointed 
but not surprised that his arrogance 
and apparently selfish behavior has 
cast a shadow over the state as a whole. 





We should all be disappointed but not surprised that his 
arrogance and apparently selfish behavior has cast a shadow 
over the state as a whole. This is not the kind of national spot- 
light we need here as we’re trying to rebuild our image—par- 
ticularly the image of our largest city, which features new 
attractions in the form of cutting edge sports arenas and glitzy 
casinos. 

Talk about the scandal and its implications were prevalent 
throughout western Wayne County—as they were, no doubt, 


in states across the nation after the story lead off broadcasts 
on CNN, both televised and on the internet. 

It’s no wonder, either. The fate of Michigan follows closely 
the reputation of Detroit, and the fate of the suburbs even 
more so. We’re all trying to attract development, bring jobs 
into the community—or at least keep them from leaving— 
and this situation isn’t going to help things. 

It brings up another thing to think about, too, as we head 
into a campaign season where many state and local offices 
are up for election. Take a look around your community and 
the people who serve on a local level. Sure, you’ll find a few 
with egos a little too big for their proverbial britches; you'll 
find a hobbyist here or there that may be in it to put it ona 
resume. You might find a few personality clashes based on 
party affiliations or things like that, too. By and large, though, 
the people who serve us do it for the right reasons, a commit- 
ment to the community, to the ideal that they can make their 
hometown better than it was. 

That’s one thing we can learn from this. And we don’t have 
to be surprised or disappointed about it, either. 


Downtown 
legislation 
will help 


The Michigan Senate approved 
legislation this week that will make 
it easier for downtowns to help 
themselves. 

The legislation, co-sponsored by 
State Sen. Glenn Anderson (D- 
Westland), will allow Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA) 
boards to create, operate and fund 
loan programs for building 


improvements within downtown _ 


districts. 

It’s a good step for many reasons. 

First of all, most DDAs already 
offer some kind of business assis- 
tance grants. Some provide a 50/50 
match for business improvements. 
Others allow a stipend for consult- 
ants or architectural services, still 
others help business owners get 
low-interest loans to fund large 
scale improvements. 

But let’s face it, DDAs need all 
the help they can get. Any tool in the 
box could be the one that will help 
bring a new business or service to 
town or keep one from moving out 
And, if the current state of the econ- 
omy is any indicator, most munici- 
palities are generally on their own 
in this endeavor. 

The reputation and success of 
any community is generally depend- 
ent on its downtown area. These 
businesses tend to be smaller, fami- 
ly-owned firms that don’t have the 
deep wallets of some of the bigger 
box stores, either Any help they can 
get to spread their dollars will pro- 
vide a long-term benefit to the com- 
munity in the form of a more vibrant 
downtown. 

The importance of that can’t be 
underscored, either. A busy down- 
town, filled with a variety of shops, 
is generally a safer one, too, because 
there are more eyes keeping track 
of what’s going on. And a safe, thriv- 
ing downtown will only help proper- 
ty values throughout the community. 

The current trend is toward 
more urban development, pedestri- 
an friendly downtowns and the like. 
This legislation will help bring that 
about, and provide incentive to pol- 
ish the already sparkling jewels 
many of us visit every day. 
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There is still snow on the ground and a nip in the 
air, but it already felt like spring at the Maybury 


Farm. 


I took a trip out there on Friday to meet the new 
farm team, Laura Roberts and Phil Lowery, who 
have been hard at work for months in preparation 


for the spring opening. 


Roberts is a veterinary student in charge of look- 
ing after all the animals. Lowery has an agricultural 
degree; a crop farmer from near Mansfield, OH, he 
moved to Michigan last year and started work at 
Maybury in January. I was impressed with him 
before I talked more than five minutes; he not only 
knows his stuff, but he has plenty of good ideas for 


the farm this year. 


You an already see signs of them, too. There are 
different kinds of animals—a miniature donkey, a 
peacock and some chickens that go beyond the typi- 


Success sprouts on the farm 


that stands 18 hands tall. 

Lowery has plans to expand 
the grazing area at the farm, 
which will spread out the animals 
more, giving them more room to exercise and giving 
visitors more room to roam, too. He wants to grow 


HEY EVERypeA. 
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their own feed—dramatically cutting down costs— 


and put on more demonstrations for visitors than 
have been possible in the past. 

His vision of the farm, as a sort of historic throw- 
back we can all visit to take a breather from the hus- 
tle and bustle of every day life, really appealed to 
me, too. It’s an easy thing to imagine, even while 
you're standing on a frozen field with the sound of 


roosters crowing in the background. 


cal white and red variety. You'll find a new mascot, 
too, when you go there—a huge horse named Max 


Soccer may be the new spring season sport of choice 


Spring sports starts in full force 
next week and what season it should 
be. 

Soccer, baseball, softball, tennis, 
golf, track—and for some lucky 
schools—lacrosse teams will hit the 
fields, courses and tracks starting on 
Monday. 

That is, if the weather ever 
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decides to cooperate. Plymouth, 
Canton, Salem and Belleville high 
schools have already rescheduled 
soccer games due to the sloppy and 
inclement weather last week. 

I ean’t and don’t blame them. 
Soccer players are tough, but I 
wouldn’t want to run around in 
shorts when it’s 35 degrees and rain- 
ing—or snowing. 

Snow! Can you believe that? Ho, 
ho, ho—Happy Easter. 

Well, since we’re on the topic of 
soccer, I have to admit it is quickly 
becoming a warm(er)-weather 
favorite in the cheap seats. 

There’s plenty of action if you can 
see it across the expansive green 
field. There’s running—lots and lots 
of running—jumping, bumping, slid- 
ing and tackling. More running. It’s 
like hockey on grass without skates 
and sticks and on a playing surface 
about four times the size. 

What’s not to like? 

While the boys play more aggres- 
sive in the fall, the girls are a lot 
more graceful in the spring. 

The Western Lakes Activities 
Association (WLAA) is as tough of a 
conference as any fan or player will 
find in the state of Michigan. 
Northville and Canton are easily the 
elite teams in the conference but 


This will be an important spring for the, farm, 
both literally and figuratively. There’s still some neg- 
ative feelings out there that have lingered since 


See Farm, page 6 
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Salem, Plymouth and the Livonia 
teams are always nipping at the 
Mustangs’ and Chiefs’ heels. 

The Lady Mustangs will be right 
back up at the top. 

Coach Ron Meteyer only graduat- 
ed four seniors. The most notable 
was Danielle Toney, who was the 
team’s leading scorer. She took her 
skills to Penn State. That leaves 
about 20 returning players with tons 
and tons of talent for the 2008 cam- 
paign. Look for them to make it far 
in the state tournament after clinch- 
ing division, conference and district 
championships. 

Canton lost more seniors but 
don’t count them out. The team, 
under the guidance of George 
Tomasso, should have another stel- 
lar year. I'll just hope that Tomasso 
actually calls me back this season. 

The same goes for the squads at 
Salem and Plymouth under the 
watchful eyes of Joe Nora and Jeff 


Choice is 
music to 
our ears 


The muses were certainly 
singing in the Plymouth-Canton 
Community recently. 

The Plymouth Canton 
Symphony Society made an 
inspired choice when they selected 
Beth Stewart to head the Plymouth- 
Canton Symphony Orchestra. She 
is a natural for the job. 

There are, of course many obvi- 
ous reasons for this. 

As the former head of the 
Plymouth Historical Museum, she 
is one of the most popular people 
in the community. She ran a facility 
that was already a jewel of the com- 
munity and found ways to improve 
it. Her 19 years as director gives 
her plenty of experience operating 
a non-profit organization and gives 
her a head start in pursuing grant 
opportunities, reaching out to the 
community and more. 

She has also, time and again, 
shown her commitment to the com- 
munity. That could pay off divi- 
dends for an organization that has 
seen a lot of changes at the execu- 
tive director position within the 
past several years. 

We’re sure she'll bring that same 
level of commitment to the sympho- 
ny and keep it under popular lead- 
ership for the foreseeable future. 

The Plymouth-Canton 
Symphony Orchestra is one of the 
premier organizations of its type 
throughout the state of Michigan— 
if not beyond. It deserves the best 
and we think they’ve found it here. 

We’re looking for nothing but the 
best to come from this arrange- 
ment. 


Neschich who 
only lost three 
and five seniors 
respectively. 

The question is: who will step up 
and dethrone Novi? 

Unfortunately, Wayne and John 
Glenn are still struggling to make a 
mark in the WLAA soccer. 

Wayne Coach Evan Baker has 
made strides with the Zebra pro- 
gram while Glenn Coach Jerry 
Poniatowski’s experience is 
unmatched. Both Glenn and Wayne 
lack the numbers to be competitive 
in the WLAA but, who knows, this 
could be the year where all that 
changes. 

The other two teams in Journal 
World, Belleville and Romulus, will 
compete in the Mega Conferences. 
Belleville’s father-and-son coaching 
duo Ron and Brent Held and 
Romulus Coach Joel Hockin will 
have their work cut out for them but 
both teams will make a good run ata 
conference championship this year. 

If you’re looking for a break from 
the traditional spring favorites like 
baseball and softball, try pulling up 
a cheap seat—weather permitting— 
and enjoy the fast-paced game of 
soccer this season. I know I will. See 
ya there. 
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Ofc. Shawn Hines 


Police seek suspect in 


Scott Spielman 
Editor 


Wayne police are hoping the 
community will help them find a 
man who kidnapped a 7-11 employ- 
ee at gunpoint earlier this month. 

The incident took place at about 
3:30 a.m. on March 16 at the 7-11 
store on Annapolis Avenue, accord- 
ing to Det. Sgt. Darryl Rize. He said 
the suspect may have entered the 
store twice before he abducted the 
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Benefit planned to aid stricken officer 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Ofc. Shawn Hines worked to 
help the citizens of Inkster as an 
Inkster police patrolman for sever- 
al years. 

But now, the second-generation 
police officer needs a helping 
hand himself, and it’s coming from 
the people he worked with every 
day. 

Hines, who was stricken with 
cancer two years ago, will be the 
subject of a fundraiser to help him 
and his family meet some basic 


woman. 

“He was (seared) off twice by 
other customers,” Rize said. “When 
he came into the store the third 
time he forced her to leave the 
store and get into his car at gun- 
point.” 

The suspect drove the victim a 
few miles, before she leapt from the 
moving car near Annapolis and 
Merriman Road—breaking her 
kneecap in the process. 

“The car wasn’t moving at a high 


expenses incurred as the result of 
the officer’s illness. 

The fundraiser was organized 
by the Inkster Motor Unit, a spe- 
cial unit of motorcycle officers that 
patrol the roadways in the city. 

The motor unit also handles 
several fundraisers, said Ofc. John 
Hankins, a member of the unit 

“It takes tenacity to be part of 
the motor unit,” he said. “We’ve 
showed that same tenacity with 
the fundraisers. 

“Shawn was always a very 
respectful young man,” he said. 
‘He’s a good person, and we knew 


we wanted to help him.” 

Hines has been off work for sev- 
eral weeks for treatment. 
According to his brother, Dwight 
Hines, he was not able to do an 


interview at this time with The ° 


Ledger-Star. 

During his years with Inkster, 
Hines worked as a patrolman. 
Prior to working in Inkster, Hines 
had worked for the Wayne County 
Sheriff’s Department. He had fol- 
lowed his father, Charlie Hines, 
into the 70-officer department. 

Police Chief Gregory Gaskin 
said, “Shawn has an illness that is 


abduction of woman 
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We've received 
some tips,but 
they haven't _ 
panned out yet. 





rate of speed, but it was a pretty 

daring thing on her part,’ Rize said. 
Police have video of the suspect 

and have released a sketch, as well. 


He is described as a light- 
skinned black man, about 5 feet,10 
inches tall and weighing 170 
pounds. He wore dark clothing and 
a blue baseball cap with earflaps. 
The car was a four door sedan, 
either gold or silver in color. 

“We've received some tips, but 
they haven’t panned out yet,’ said 
Police Chief John Williams. 

Anyone with information is 
asked to call the Wayne police at 
(734) 721-1414 


beyond his control and he’s out of 
sick time but he still has a family to 
support and we wanted to help 
him out as much as possible.” 

During the benefit, supporters 
will gather at 6 p.m. at the Lyskawa 
Veteran’s of Foreign Wars Hall, 
6828 Waverly St., in Dearborn 
Heights on April 4 The event will 
continue until 1 a.m. 

Tickets cost $20 per person, and 
all proceeds from the fundraiser 
will go to Hines and his family. 

For more information, call the 
Inkster Police Department at (813) 
563-9850. 





pease NOL oS a on ee ae 
Police hope a sketch of a man 
suspected of abducting a 7-11 


employee will generate additional 
tips. 





unemployment by state investigators—twice. 
I can’t remember during my time covering a 
community where a personnel decision gar- 
nered so much ink. People complain about 
the way the farm was run at the same time 
they protest the ousting of the person who 
oversaw it. It doesn’t make much sense to 
me. 

It’s time to move on, though. The new 
team has plenty of good ideas. The farm will 
be even better this year, I have no doubt. It 
will again be a popular place for the commu- 
nity, as long as we let the seeds grow. 


Farm 


FROM PAGE 5 


John Beemer, the farmer who oversaw the 
operation of the farm since it reopened— 
and for about 25 years before the fire—was 
let go. 

I have to admit, I’m not sure why that has 
still gone on. Sure, he was a popular guy, but 
if there weren't verifiable reasons for his 
departure, he wouldn’t have been denied 


CITY OF ROMULUS 
NOTICE 
PUBLIC HEARING 
PROPOSED FY 2008/2009 
BUDGET 
Notice is hereby given that the Romulus City Council has scheduled a Public Hearing to 


be held Monday, May 5, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. in the Romulus City Hall Council Chambers, 
11111 Wayne Road, Romulus, Michigan 48174-1485 for the purpose of discussing the FY 


2008/2009 Budget, including “The Property Tax Millage Rate Proposed To Be Levied 
to Support The Proposed Budget Will Be a Subject of This Hearing.” Said Budget is 
available for inspection in the Clerk’s Office, Monday through Friday between the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 


Linda R. Choate, CMC, Clerk 
City of Romulus, Michigan 


THIS IS OPEN MEETING! 


Publish: March 27, 2008 


NOTICE 
CITY OF ROMULUS 


NOTICE OF LAST DAY OF REGISTRATION OF THE QUALIFIED 
ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF ROMULUS AND THE ROMULUS 
COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT COUNTY OF WAYNE, MICHI- 
GAN FOR THE SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION TO BE HELD 
TUESDAY, MAY 8, 2008. 


To the qualified Electors of the City of Romulus, County of Wayne, State of Michigan: 


Notice is hereby given that, in conformity with the “Michigan Election Laws,” I, the 
undersigned City Clerk, will upon any day EXCEPT Sunday, a legal holiday, and the day 
of any regular or special election, shall receive for registration the name of any resident 
not registered, who may APPLY for such registration EXCEPT during the time interven- 


ing between the CLOSE of Registration for the General Election and the day of such elec- 
tion. 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that voter registrations will be taken at any Secretary of 
State branch office or, in the Office of the City Clerk, 11111 Wayne Road, Romulus, 
Michigan 48174-1485 between the hours of: 


Monday thru Friday - 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
AND THE LAST DAY TO REGISTER 
Monday, April 7, 2008 - 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


For the purpose of REVIEWING THE REGISTRATION LIST AND REGISTERING 
such of the qualified electors that shall properly app\® therefore, the name of no person 
but an ACTUAL RESIDENT of the City of Romulus, at the time of registration, and enti- 
tled under the Constitution, if remaining such resident, to vote at the next election shall be 
entered on the registration list. 


Each person registering must possess the following qualifications: 


1. | Must be a citizen of the United States. 
2. Must be 18 years of age on or before May 6, 2008. 


3. Must be a resident of the State of Michigan for a least 30 days and a resident of the 
City of Romulus. 


TWO (2) FOUR (4) YEAR TERMS 


This Notice is given by order of the City of Romulus and the Board of Education of 
Romulus Community School , County of Wayne, Michigan. 


Linda R. Choate, CMC, Clerk 
City of Romulus, Michigan 


Publish: March 27, 2008 








THE CITY OF ROMULUS 
REQUEST TO RECEIVE BIDS FOR THE FOLLOWING: 


Bid 07/08-22 Playground Slides - Parks and Recreation Dept. 
Bid 07/08- 23 Tennis Court Fence - EJ Park 
Bid 07/08-24 Ram Extrication Tool - RFD 


















The City of Romulus, Michigan is seeking bids from qualified vendors for the above 
item/s and/or service/s. 





Qualified individuals and firms wishing to submit bids must do so on forms provided by 
the City. Bid forms and specifications may be obtained from Lynn A, Conway, Purchasing 
Agent, 11111 Wayne Road, Romulus, Michigan, by calling (734) 955-4568 or by emailing 
Iconway@ci.romulus.mi.us or under Departments, in the Purchasing Department from 


the City of Romulus Web Site, http://ci.romulus.mi.us. 





Bids must be submitted in sealed envelopes and returned to the City Clerk’s Office no 


later than 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, April 16, 2008. 


BID ENVELOPES MUST BE CLEARLY MARKED WITH THE BID NUMBER AND 
NAME AND BE ADDRESSED TO: 
BID # | 
CITY OF ROMULUS CLERK’S OFFICE 
11111 Wayne Road, 
Romulus, Michigan, 48174 









(1) At approximately 3:15 p.m. bids received shall be publicly opened and read 
(2) The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids and proposals and to waive techni- 
calities. 





Publish: March 27, 2008 


NOTICE OF CLOSE OF REGISTRATION 
FOR ELECTION - TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2008 
LINCOLN CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS 


To the Qualified Electors of CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
OF VAN BUREN- WAYNE COUNTY 
FOR RESIDENTS RESIDING IN LINCOLN 
CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT ONLY 


Notice is hereby given that Monday, April 7, 2008 is the last day to register to vote or 
change your address for the above stated election. 


If you are not currently registered to vote or have changed your address in the above stat- 
ed jurisdiction in which you live, you may do so at the following locations and times list- 
ed in this notice. 


Qualified electors may also register to vote or change their address in the following man- 
ners: 


In Person: 
At the township clerk’s office or at the office of any county clerk during normal 
business hours. 
At any of the Secretary of State Branch offices located throughout the state during 
normal business hours. 
At the specified agency for clients receiving services through the Family 
Independence Agency, the Department of Community Health, Michigan Jobs 
Commission and some offices of the Commission for the Blind. 
At the military recruitment offices for persons enlisting in the armed forces. 


By Mail: 

By obtaining and completing a Mail Voter Registration Application and forwarding to the 
election official as directed on the application by the close of registration deadline. Mail 
voter registration applications may be obtained by contacting: 


JOANNIE D. PAYNE, CLERK 
734.699.8909 

46425 TYLER RD. 

VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP, MI 48111 


Qualifications for Registration 


|. Applicant is at least 18 years of age. 
2. Resident of Van Buren Township for at least 30 days. 
3. Citizen of the United States. 


Note: 


A Person who registers to vote by mail is required to vote in person unless they have pre- 


viously voted in person in the city/township where they live or are at least 60 years of age 
or are handicapped. 


Applications for Absentee Voter Ballots are available at the Clerk’s Office. The deadline 
for filing an application to receive an Absentee Ballot for the May 6, 2008 Election is 
Saturday, May 3, 2008 from 11:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. at the Clerk’s office. 


Joannie D, Payne, CMC 
Township Clerk 


Publish: March 27, 2008 


Marc 27, 2008 








Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


A Van Buren Township firm will 
save some green in their attempts 
to help the auto industry go green. 

Ricardo Ine. will invest more 
than $2 million in Van Buren 
Township to develop a battery sys- 
tems development center, accord- 
ing to Township Supervisor Cindy 
King. Township officials recently 
approved an eight-year, 50 percent 
tax abatement for the company to 
do so, which translates into a small- 
er tax payment, she said. 

“That means instead of $2,142 in 
taxes, they will pay about $1,071 in 
township taxes per year,” said King. 

Ricardo, which has an exiting 
Industrial Facilities Exemption 
Certificate that will expire in 2011, 
will establish a hybrid and electric 
vehicle battery pack development 
and testing facility. It’s expected to 
create 32 new jobs directly at the 
company and about 16 spin-off jobs, 
officials said. 

This is the first part of a second 
part expansion, King said. 


Township grants ‘green’ 
tax abatement request 


“The second part expansion is 
dependent upon how successful 
the first one is,’ she said. “I think 
it's nice to have a company be able 
to expand at all, though, in these 
economic times,” she added. 

Gov. Jennifer Granholm said 
Ricardo is one of the many compa- 
nies that the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation (MEDC) 
is helping to grow. Combined, the 
projects are expected to create and 
retain a total of 6,066 jobs for about 
$195 million of new capital invest- 
ment in the state. 

“Our aggressive economic strate- 
gy is attracting new job-creating 
investments from growing compa- 
nies in every industry, from alterna- 
tive energy and advanced manufac- 
turing to financial services and 
food processing,” said Granholm. 
“As these businesses choose 
Michigan, they send a message that 
we're a great place for other com- 
panies to do business and create 
jobs, too.” 

Besides Ricardo, others include: 
Sakti3 in Ann Arbor, MyBuys Inc. in 
Ann Arbor, ArvinMeritor Ine. in 
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Detroit, North American Bancard 
Inc. in Troy, the Brose Group in 
Auburn Hills and Brose Jefferson 
in Warren, Hotel Holdings Monroe 
LLC in Grand Rapids, Two West 
Fulton LLC in Grand Rapids, 
Boar’s Head Provisions Co. Ine. in 
Holland Township, Paragon Metals 
Inc. in Quincy, the Leelanau County 
Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority and the City of Southfield 
Redevelopment Authority. 

In the 2007 State of the State 
address, Granholm emphasized the 
importance of making Michigan a 
global economic powerhouse in the 
21st century. Since January 2005, 
she and the MEDC have 
announced the creation or reten- 
tion of more than 226,000 jobs as a 
result of the groups assistance, offi- 
cials said. 

“All oftthese projects are the 
result of successful state and local 
collaboration and teamwork with 
our economic development part- 
ners around the state to bring these 
projects to Michigan against some 
very stiff competition,’ said James 
Epolito, president of the MEDC. 


Pace 7 - BR 


A look ahead 


Bid specification documents for the Riggs Heritage Park phase one 
plans were approved recently by the Van Buren Township Board of 
Trustees. The project has been scheduled for funding from the 
Wayne County Parks millage grant with a budget of $600,000. It 
will include: recreational trails, a pavilion with respite station (pic- 
tured) and other site amenities at the Martinsville and the Huron 
River Drive site. | : 





CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
MARCH 18, 2008 


Supervisor King called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. in the Board Room. Present: 
Supervisor King, Clerk Payne, Treasurer Budd, Trustee Clair, Trustee Hart, Trustee Jahr 
and Trustee Rochowiak. Absent and excused: None. Others in attendance: Planning and 
Economic Development Director Kelley, Parks and Recreation Director Ross, DPW 
Director Knepper, Parks Manager Mulkey, Public Safety Director Champagne, Chief 
Nicholai, Captain Brooks, Captain Laurain, Executive Assistant Ireland, Secretary Cline 
and an audience of twenty-two (22). 


APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Budd moved, Hart seconded to approve the agenda as pre- 
sented. Carried. 


PUBLIC HEARING: Hart moved, Rochowiak seconded to open the public hearing to 
receive public comments on establishing Industrial Development District #21. Carried. 


Supervisor King opened the public hearing stating this public hearing is for creating 
Industrial Development District #21 and is a prerequisite to considering the tax abatement. 
The second public hearing is. for the eight-year Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate 
more commonly known as a tax abatement: ‘Executive Assistant Ireland stated the appli- 
cant Ricardo Inc. currently has an Industrial Development District and tax abatement across 
the street from this site and this request for the new district is for an expansion to Ricardo, 
Inc. The size of the new district is 4.12 acres and the location is 1-275, Ricardo Drive and 
Samuel Barton Drive. Director Kelley stated Ricardo, Inc. is an established business in 
Van Buren Township. Originally the company was in the business of testing engines and 
expanded into engine design. This project expands business to include a battery test center 
for automobiles. Planning Commission approval is not required because the existing foot- 
print will not increase by more than 10 percent. Ricardo Inc. received a Michigan 
Economic Growth Authority (MEGA) grant from the state of Michigan today. Executive 
Assistant Ireland stated Ricardo, Inc. is requesting $347,500 in real property and $654,000 
in personal property (equipment) equating to yearly $1,070.95 in taxes paid to the town- 
ship. Currently Ricardo, Inc. pays roughly $59,000 annually to the township for taxes (not- 
ing this will increase when the current tax abatement expires in December 30, 2011). The 
current request is for three and half percent of Ricardo’s total assessed value. This is phase 
one of a two phase project. There are no environmental issues for this project. The appli- 
cant is in compliance with their yearly reporting requirements to the township on their cur- 
rent tax abatement. Trustee Hart requested the applicant provide an overview of the com- 
pany. The applicant’s representative stated Ricardo, Inc. is a global company and is a glob- 
al management and technical consulting firm with a multi-industry client base listing exam- 
ples from strategic consulting, vehicle engineering, controls and electronics, driveline and 
transmission engineering, heavy and light duty engineering, software development and sup- 
port, advanced technology for fuel economy, and emissions and vehicle electrification 
(hybrid vehicles). Also Ricardo, Inc. is assisting the EPA in Ann Arbor as a technical advi- 
sor for the future corporate average fuel economy (CAFE) fuel consumption regulations. 
-He-further detailed the battery project system with three battery test cells to be located in 
the test facility. Supervisor King stated this project will bring 21 new jobs with an average 
base salary of $90,000 per year. 


There were no comments from the audience. 
There being no further discussion, a motion was made to close the public hearing. 
Hart moved, Payne seconded to close the public hearing. Carried. 


Clair moved, Jahr seconded to open the public hearing to receive public comments on 
request for an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate for Ricardo, Inc. Carried. 


Supervisor King opened the public hearing stating most of information was covered during 
the first public hearing. The request is for the township board to adopt a resolution 
acknowledging the establishment of the developmental district and separate resolution 
granting eight year tax abatement is the result of Van Buren Township Tax Abatement 
Application completed by the applicant and is scored on a point system. Supervisor King 
reviewed the Ricardo, Inc. application as follows: the cost of proposed project or improve- 
ments, a new project for the company, expanding from within Van Buren Township, the 
firm applying for abatement owns the land on which it plans to locate, number of new jobs 
created, types of jobs skilled and/or professional or unskilled, noise impacts, outside stor- 
age, impacts on storm water, air quality and hazardous material storage. The score was 
70.5 qualifying for eight year tax abatement. Further in order for the township to consider 
the tax abatement the board must also approve an agreement that sets forth the terms 
between the company and the township. The agreement was discussed during Work Study 
and a revised page 2 with additional language of “or through the life of the abatement,” be 


added to item b) Consequences of Non-Compliance with Project Objectives. of the agree- 
ment. 


There were no comments from Board members or the audience. 
There being no further discussion, a motion was made to close the public hearing. 
Budd moved, Hart seconded to close the public hearing. Carried. 


MINUTES: Rochowiak moved, Hart seconded to approve the Work Study Session 
Minutes of March 3, 2008 as presented. Carried. 


Clair moved, Hart seconded to approve the Closed Session Minutes of March 3, 2008 as 
presented. Carried. 


Budd moved, Hart seconded to approve the Regular Board Meeting Minutes of March 4, 
2008 as presented. Carried. 


CORRESPONDENCE: Parks Manager Mulkey introduced Linda Walter, Vice President 
of the Michigan Parks and Recreation Association who presented Parks and Recreation 


Director Bruce Ross with a plaque honoring his year of service as President of the. 
Michigan Parks and Recreation Association. 


Supervisor King acknowledged the following new employees. Four new on-call fire fight- 
ers Christopher Scott Gootee, Timothy Queen, Todd Sorrell and Bruce Van Gemert; Police 
Reserve Officer David Klamerus; and Public Safety Dispatcher Daniel Antieau. 


Jack Pete, Community Services Manager for AAA along with the Michigan Chiefs of 
Police and State of Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning presented the Traffic Unit 
consisting of Sergeant Yono, Officer Harrison and Officer Buxton with the award for 
Excellence and Traffic Safety Program for the second year in a row. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 


NEW BUSINESS: Budd moved, Jahr seconded to adopt Resolution 2008-08 establishing 
Industrial Development District #21. Carried. 


Hart moved, Rochowiak seconded to adopt Resolution 2008-09 authorizing an Industrial 
Facilities Exemption Certificate for Ricardo, Inc., and to authorize the Supervisor and 


Clerk to execute the Tax Abatement Agreement. Carried. 


Clair moved, Jahr seconded to adopt Resolution 2008-11 the transfer of Class C Liquor 


License from Applebee’s of Michigan 'to Applebee’s Mid-Atlantic LLC. Carried. 


Payne moved, Jahr seconded to adopt Resolution 2008-12 regarding the proposed Detroit 
Metro Airport Master Plan. Carried. 


Clair moved, Rochowiak seconded to approve the Lawn Maintenance Contract with 
Gonezy’s Property Maintenance for 2008 with option to renew in 2009, and to authorize 
the Supervisor and Clerk to execute the contract. Carried. 


VOUCHER LIST: Budd moved, Hart seconded to approve the March 18, 2008 voucher 
list as presented. Carried. 


REPORTS: Supervisor King ordered the January 2008 Budgetary Report received and 
filed. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS: The Belleville Area Museum is hosting the annual Quilt Exhibit 
“Patches & Patterns” through March 29th. 


On Saturday, April Sth a joint trip sponsored by Belleville Area Historical Society, The 
Friends of the Fred C. Fischer Library, The Belleville Area Council for the Arts and the Van 
Buren Township Parks and Recreation Department for a spring trip to Detroit’s Pewabics 
Pottery. For more information call the museum at 734-697-1944. 


The 2008 HUG (Help Unity Grow) will be held on April 19th at 8:00 a.m. at Belleville 
High School. 


Clerk Payne announced the redistricting of the voting precincts is completed and has been 
approved by the State of Michigan. All registered voters in Van Buren Township will be 
receiving a new voter registration card. If you have any questions contact the Clerk’s 
Office at 734.699.8909. 


Lincoln Consolidated School District will have an election on Tuesday, May 6, 2008. Van 
Buren Township has one precinct with Lincoln Consolidated School voters. This voting 
location has changed from Belleville High School to South Middle School. Also, there has 
been discussion of a June 3rd re-do presidential primary election. 


On March 21st the administrative offices at Township Hall will be closed in observance of 
Good Friday. 


Treasurer Budd stated the township tax records have been balanced and delivered to Wayne 
County Treasurer and thanked her staff Deputy Treasurer Bellingham, Account Clerk 
Partridge and Account Clerk Hunter for their assistance. 


Treasurer Budd announced the Drive Thru Dog Clinic will take place on Saturday, May 
10th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Water and Sewer Building. 


The Recreation Department announced the following events: Open registration has begun 
for summer day camp. Four camps will be held, Tot Camp, Day Camp, Tween Camp and 
Club Teen. On Sunday, May 4th a Mother/Daughter Tea Party will be held at Van Buren 
Township in the Community Center and on Friday, May 9th the annual Mother/Son Bowl 
will be held at Lodge Lanes. Registration is required for both of these events. For further 
information on classes and events contact the Recreation Department at 734.699.8921. 


On March 29th the First Annual Rotary Euchre Championship beginning at 7:00 p.m. will 
be held at the Belleville Moose Lodge located on 831 East Huron River Drive. For more 
information contact Joyce Rochowiak at 313.304.0474 or Rob Coutts at 734.699.8079. 


AUDIENCE (Non-Agenda Items): A resident voiced his opinion regarding the article in a 
local newspaper by the Van Buren Schools Superintendent. 


CLOSED SESSION: None. 
ADJOURNMENT: Hart moved, Payne seconded to adjourn at 8:57 p.m. Carried. 0 
Respectfully submitted, 


Joannie D. Payne, CMC 
Township Clerk 


Cindy C. King 
Supervisor 


Publish: March 27, 2008 
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Reviewed By 
Lester L. Holmes, Jr. 
Staff Writer 


Formula for feel-good films 
still working for writer, director 


financial support from the father of her oldest child, 
Brenda is coaxed by one of her friends to take the trip to 
Georgia to pay her respects and become familiar with the 
Brown family. 

While in Georgia, Brenda experiences the emotional 
ups and downs of being introduced to a family during a 
period of bereavement. 

Her presence brings to light a period of her father’s 
life that her siblings had no knowledge about. And unfor- 
tunately, some animosity. 

The Georgia trip also reintroduces Brenda to Harry 
(Rick Fox) a basketball coach and scout who was in 
Chicago to scout her older son, who is a professional 
prospect. 

Harry is a family friend of Browns and lives in 
the same town. 

After the funer- 

al, Brenda is 

shocked to 


After surprising critics with one of the most successful 
movies in 2007 with Why Did I Get Married, playwright, 
producer and director Tyler Perry continues his streak of 
turning his stage plays into successful films with his latest 
movie Meet the Browns. 

Meet the Browns starts with Brenda, a single mother of 
three children played by Angela Bassett (What's Love 
Have to Do With It, Akeelah and the Bee) running through 
an inner city Chicago neighborhood to catch a bus to go to 
work. When she arrives at her destination, she discovers 
that her employer has closed down shop and moved 
operations to Mexico. 

To make matters worse, Brenda receives a letter from 
her family in Georgia informing her of the death of 
her estranged father, a man she has never met. 
After several days of job searching and an 
unsuccessful gmp. 
attempt to col- ' 
lect 


father left 
her a house 
in his will. 
She decides to 
go back to Chicago 
after discovering the 
house is in less than livable 
condition. 

Brenda goes back to Chicago and 
discovers that possibly she has made 
a mistake. After not being able to pro- 
vide for the family, her son is tempted to 
turn to crime to make ends meet. Harry 
comes to Chicago to talk to her son, but 
not before a tragic incident happens. 
















discover 
fin a t 
her 


After the incident, Brenda moves the 
family to Georgia and discovers another 
surprise from the Brown family that brings 
her to tears. Through the experience she 
also becomes closer to Harry but doubt 
remains if his intentions for her are genuine 
or aruse to become her son’s agent. 

Overall the movie uses comedy and real life 
issues such as plant closures, deadbeat parents 
and family secrets to show the audience that no 


ee a q attr how hard or complicated life gets, there is 


always room for: hope and dreams. 
Don’t expect Academy Award nominations for this 

film, but if you want a good family film packed with 

laughs, this flick is for you. | 





CLASSIFIED 


01. Obituaries 31. Help Wanted Sales 50. Pets & Supplies 64. Lawn & Garden Supplies 78. Hunting / Fishing 98. Mobile Homes for Rent 110. Lots for Sale 
02. In Memoriam 32. Help Wanted Drivers 54, Rummage Sales 65. Tree Service 82. Wanted to Buy 99. Flats for Rent 111. Out of State Property 
03. Cards of Thanks 33. Child Care 55. Estate Sales 66. Landscape / Nurseries 87. Room for Rent 100. Will Share 112. Commercial Lease 
04. Monuments 34. Specialized Services 56. Flea Markets 67. Garden Plant / Supplies 88. Duplexes for Rent 101. Wanted to Rent 113. Real Estate Wanted 
& Cemetery Plots 35. Situations Wanted 57. Antiques 68. Garden / Produce 89. Apartments for Rent 102. Storage 114. Auto Accessories 
05. Personals/Announcements 40. Business Opportunity 58. Garage and Yard Sales 70. Masonry / Brickwork 90. Condos/Townhouses for Rent 103. Business Property for Sale 115. Autos for Sale 
06. Legal Notices 42. Health and Fitness 59, Auctions 72, Cleaning Services 92. Business Places for Rent 104. Farms & Acreage for Sale 116. Antique & Classic Cars 
07. Attorneys 43. Money to Loan 60. Misc. Sales 73. Musical Merchandise 93. Banquet Halls 105. Mobile Homes for Sale 117. Trucks & Vans for Sale 
08. Entertainment 44. Music/Art Lessons 61. Misc. Items 74. Sporting Goods 94. Farm Land for Rent 106. Houses for Sale 118. Freebies 
09. Lost & Found 45. Adult Care 62. Building Supplies 75. Boats / Accessories 95. Real Estate 107. Condas/Townhouses for Sale 119. Auto Repairs 
10. Coming Events 46. Private Schools/Instruction 63. Business and 76. Remodeling & Renovations 96, Houses for Rent 108. Lake and Resort 120. Motorcycles 
30. Help Wanted 47. Riding/Horses/Stables OfficeEquipment 77. Recreation Vehicles 97, Cottages for Rent 109. Income Property 121. Autos Wanted 








1. Obituaries | | MENARD, Donna J. of — | Bishop Isaac King, Jr. offici- 7 | detailing experience and DRIVER - KNIGHT TRANS- 
= _ Howell, died March 9, 2008. ating. Interment was at 30. Help Wanted | availability to: PORTATION - Indianapolis, 
Loving wife of James Sharp. Detroit Memorial park West, | IN. "March Madness" Join 
Dear mother of John, Rusty Redford MI. Final arrange- | Susan Willett _ Knight's "Indy Team" - We're 
BATEMAN, Lawrence E. Sr, | and William , stepmother of ments were entrusted to _ MEDICAL ASSISTANT - Get | Journal Newspaper Group slam dunkin miles. Daily 
age 81 died March 6, 2008. Debbie, Cindy, James and Penn Funeral Home, credit for your prior military | PO. Box 339 pay; weekly home time; 


Dear husband of the late 
Clara. Father of Larry 
(Pamela) and the late 

Robert. Grandfather of Todd 
Bateman, Toni (Jason) 
Horner and Roger Bateman. 
Great grandfather of 7. 

Services were held at St 

Mary Catholic Church in 

Wayne on Monday March 





MCDANIEL, Charles Henry, 
age 81, died March 10, 
2008. He was born January 
29, 1927. Charles leaves 
wonderful memories to a 





David. Dearest grandmother 
of 12. Services were held at 
Harry J. Will Funeral Home 
in Wayne on March 12th.with 
Fr Jack Baker officiating fol- 
lowed by burial at Our Lady 
Of Hope Cemetery in 
Brownstown Township. 


Inkster, MI. 


VOORHEIS, Doris M., age 
88 of Westland, died March 
18, 2008. Loving Wife of the 
late Clifford. Dearest mother 
of Sybil (Cecil) Grahl, Jane 
Sadley and Pamela (Donald) 


service. Use your civilian 
skills to serve your country 
again part-time in the 
Navy Reserve. 
Call 1-800-371-7456 
M-F 8-4 


POST OFFICE NOW HIR- 





Wayne, MI 48184 


32. Help Wanted 
Drivers 





CDL-A DRIVERS: TEAMS 
and solos needed immedi- 
ately! Great pay and bene- 
fits! Six months experience 





med/vision/dental/401K. 4 
months OTR required. 
888-346-4639. 
www. knighttrans.com 


DRIVERS: ASAP! Sign-on 


bonus. 35-42 cpm. Earn 
over $1000 weekly. Excellent 
benefits. Need CDL-A and 
3 mos recent OTR. 


10th with Jack Baker officiat- : at Unsworth, Dear ING. Avg. Pay $20/hour or needed. 800-635-8669 
ing. Interment took place at aoa as re tat Grandmother of 9,Great_ = = $57K/yr. including federal | Gainey Transport Services 

Michigan Memorial Parkin | a eae Mi en Brookse Grandmother of 13 and =| _ benefits, OT. Offered by 800-431-2233 Ext. 1343 

Flat Rock. Services were y Great Great Grandmother of | Exam Service, not affiliated WOOD TRUCKING, 


entrusted to Harry J. Will 
Funeral Home in Wayne. 


BOLEN, Roger, March 16, 
2008 age 52 of Wayne. 
Beloved husband of Pamela. 
Dear father of Jay, Joshua 
and Mathew (April). Loving 
son of Robert and Betty 
(Willis) Bolen. Brother of 
Patricia (Gaylord) Downer 





and Gary Bolen. Grandfather | 


of Abigail, Miley, Jaxson and TO caaar ercie Dae Stanley (Teresa) Stegall, Danielson and the late John | M-F 8-4 IH arr J Will 
Jacob, Family received visi- | gavin oy by Dena | Jameele Stegall, Tameka Edward White, Jr. Sister of Y a RETA) Homes 
tors and services were held '“™’ | (Paul) Williams and Deion Theodore Helzerman and ‘chi 
ee two brothers-in-law, Jessie 34567 Michigan Ave., Wayne, MI 48184 

ursday March 20, 2008 at lisa \erasien 2nd Gcanls Stegall; adopted son, Laura Kegley.Also survived 31. Sales Help (734) 721-5600 

the Uht Funeral Home, Frazier of ElDorado. AR: Deonte Echols; six grand- by 10 grandchildren, 2 step Alcan Tiuonta 
Westland with interment tak- aS Teele: children, Cortez Stegall, grandchildren, 17 great eee g & Redford 

ia’ place (nv Sunees dena Aa ea | Sheldon Stegall, Ciera grandchildren and 1 great Se eee 
Memorial Park Cemetery, s/ ' | Stegall, Jasmine Stegall, great grandchild. Family 

Berkley, West Virginia. AS Ey aoe Ga ae Tamiya Stegall and Ondre received visitors and servic- Sea U HT FU NERAL HOM E 

Memorials to St. Jude sa Pure iouieen ie a Alexander; eight brothers es were held at the Uht NEEDED Harold Rediske Jr., Director 
Children's Hospital would be a a euinainiasad and sisters, Annie Owens, Funeral Home, Westland The Journal Newspapers Harold Rediske II, Robert J. Gilbert, 
appreciated. Please visit and eases Sena ari Addie Jones, Henson with interment taking place has immediate openings for 35400 Glenwood Road 
post a note of condolence at | Chapéliof Pent Funeral Stegall, John (Sandra) in London Twp. Cemetery, sales representatives to Westland, Ml 48186 * (734) 721-8555 

www.uhtfh.com. ie el REG et eee Stegall, Arlena (Fred) Milan, MI.. Memorials to St. serve our circulation area. www.uhtfuneralhome.com 


Gene Coggins of 


_ Sacramento, CA; sons, John 


McDaniel and Mark 
McDaniel (Cynthia) of 
Inkster, MI, Rev. Joe H. 

Walker McDaniel (Mae) of 
Los Angeles, CA and Bobby 
Joe Carey (Rhonda) of 
Oakland, CA; brother, Frank 
McDaniel of ElDorado, AR; 
six sisters-in-law, Lillie 
McDaniel of Los Angeles, 
CA, and Dorothy Ridgell, 
Melissa Lawson, Betty Jean 


Waller McDaniel officiating. 
Interment was at Knollwood 
Cemetery, Canton, MI. Final 
arrangements were entrust- 
ed to Penn Funeral Home, 
Inkster, MI. 











ee 7 


STEGALL, Willie Fred, age 
68, died March 12, 2008. 
He was born February 28, 
1940. He leaves to cherish 
his memories, his loving 
wife, Chevella Blasingame 
Stegall; six children, Melody 
Stegall, Michael Stegall, 


Matthews, Milton (Rosa) 
Stegall, Brenda Rainey and 
Edward (BarbaraO Stegall; 

and a host of nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and 
friends. Services were held 
at the Pentecostal Temple 
Church of God in Christ with 


1. Visitation and services 
were held at Harry J. Will 
Funeral Home in Wayne, on 
March 21st with Rev Kurt 
Radke officiating. 


WHITE, Caroline, March 18, 
2008 age 91 of Westland. 
Beloved wife of the late Ed. 
Whie. Dear mother of 
Charles (Anita) White, Joyce 
(Bill) Schwartz, Judy (Jim) 
Sumner, Della (Dennis) 


Jude Children's Hospital 
would be appreciated. 
Please visit and post a note 
ot condolence at 
www.uhtfh.com. 





| 
| 
| 


with USPS who hires. 
1-866-616-7015. 
Fee required. 


TECHNOLOGY SO 
ADVANCED - The U.S. Navy 
will provide you paid training 

in various technical fields, 
along with an extensive 
benefits package. 

H.S. diploma grads. 

1-800-371-7456 





Candidates must have 
reliable transportation and a 
willing attitude. Base plus 
commission, Newspaper or 
media sales experience 
preferred, but will train the 
right candidate. 
Please send resume 


DELIVER RVs FOR PAY! 
Deliver "new" RVs to all 48 
states and Canada. 
Get paid to travel! 

For details log on to 
www.GoRVing4pay.com 


INC./MCT. Great New 
Career! Job Guaranteed on 
completion of free 3 week 
CDL-A Training. 1 year com- 
mitment required. 
1-800-621-4878 





DIRECTORY 
















313-278-6300 


24 HOUR SERVICE * FAX 278-7314 


(@) The Penn funeral Home 


“The Funeral Home You Can Believe In” 
JAMES H. PENN & SON 













3015 S. Inkster Rd. 
Inkster, MI 48141 
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34. Specialized | 
Services 


ATTN: BARIX Patients 


PAGE 9 


118. Freebies 


Your 2-line ad here 


PUBLISHED BY THE JOURNAL NEWSPAPERS 


College Dorm Style - 89. ea 


$85 to $125 per week. | 
WAYNE 


Electricity & Gas incl. | 
Washer & Dryer. Near Wayne Road 





FISH FOR STOCKING 
MOST VARIETIES 
PONDS-LAKES 


Nice & Clean BEST HOME LOANS 
Land Contract and Mortgage 
Payoffs, Home- 
Improvements, Debt 


Consolidation, Taxes. 


Langa: Household items, 
misc. goods; Unit #58- 
Margaret A. Green 
Household items, misc. 
goods; Unit #12-Maureen 





LAGGIS' FISH FARM 








Need Bariatric Surgery? Dixon: Household items, 269-628-2056 Days Satellite TV. Quiet and clean 1 BR Houses, Doublewides, Absolutely free 
Your Insurance Won't Pay? misc. goods 269-624-6215 Evenings On Michigan Ave between Heat and water inc. Mobiles, Any reason, Runs for 1 week for any item 
Call 1-888-655-2311 le a = Merriman Ideal for singles and Any credit! selling for $75 or less. 
ia and Henry Ruff. Private retirees. 1-800-246-8100 Anytime! 
Notice is hereby given that Entrance. No Pets United Mortgage Services. 
ATTN: Families of Veterans on 4/23/08 at 2:00 pm the BUILDINGS FOR SALE. Call: 734-777-3232 $450 moves you in www.umsmortgage.com ECE enc) 
Dental Plan Available! following will be sold by Rock Bottom Prices! 25x30 Ask for Dan with Sa eri ie res =e UCU avs WELLES. 


now $4,800. 25x40 $6,100. 
30x40 $7,300. 35x50 $9,900. | 
35x70 $12,290. 40x80 


$19.95/month per competitive bidding at: 
Household! 


Call 1-888-655-2311 


Sec. 8 welcome 
313-561-9818 
or 313-247-2075 





DR. DANIELS AND SON 


National Storage Center ROOM FOR RENT | Real Estate Loans. Cash for 


CASH PAID FOR JUNK 


= | 39205 Ford Rd. | $14,900. Others. Wayne land contracts. $10,000 to AUTOS & TRUCKS 
Westland, MI 48185 | Manufacturer direct since $85/weekly WAYNE _ $500,000 - Fast funding, free 365 DAYS/YEAR 
DOWNSIZED, LAID-OFF or | 1980. Pioneer Steel All utilities included. 1 & 2 BR Available | consultation. 800-837-6166. PICKED UP ANYWHERE 
FIRED from a job? Unit #186-Frederick L. 1-800-668-5422. Call 734-721-0232. Gas, Water & | 248-335-6166. 734-729-7788 


Mallard: Household items, 
misc. goods; Unit #219- 
Lanthya Garland: Household 
items, misc. goods; Unit 
#322-Michael Johnson: 
| Recreational items, misc. 
goods; Unit #465-Cynthia K. | 
Starbuck: Household items, 
misc. goods; Unit #511- 
Caron Finch: Household 


allan@drdanielsandson.com 


107. Condos/Town- @ 
houses for Sale | 


BELLEVILLE 
FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Prime condo on Belleville 


We can help you! 
Call 1-888-880-8969 


40. Business 
Opportunity 


Looking for more 
business referrals? 
The Masters of Opportunity 





Appliances incl. 
Quiet Neighborhood 
From $475/Mon. 
plus sec. 
313-350-3962 


PIONEER POLE BLDGS. 
30'x40'x10', $8,990.00. 
12'x10' All Metal Slider, 36" 
Entrance, 12 Colors, 2x6 
Trusses, Material And Labor, 
Free Quotes 
#1 Company In Michigan 


88. Duplexes 
For Rent 
WESTLAND-NORWAYNE WAYNE, MI 


Call for list of | Quiet 1 & 2 BRS, | 
clean, renovated 2&3 BR Well maintained 


duplexes. Most units Lead Heat/water/A/C inc. 


Watch for 





daily news updates 





chapter of BNI meets every | _ items, recreational items, 1-800-292-0679 Paint safe. Section 8 vouch- | No pets Lake with private dock. on our website 
Friday from 7am to 8:30am _— misc. goods ee ers welcome. | Great for singles Large one bedroom w/walk- 
at the Wayne Tree Manor = | ———————_____ | | Some pets permitted. & retirees in closets, newly re-modeled | 


bathroom and completely 
updated throughout. 


Flexible move-in cost. 
Professional local full-time 


$470-$600/month 
Call a manager @ 


Visitors are Welcome. | | 


Call Trish at: | _ SAWMILLS FROM ONLY www.journal group.com 











734-890-1250 INNER BANKS LAND $2,990.00 Convert yourlogs | management and service. 734-729-2108 or Must see to appreciate! 
AUCTION to valuable lumber with your | — Office at 2365 S. Venoy. 734-718-9521 (734) 552-5632 
| Large waterfront/interior ~ own Norwood Portable band | Norplex Associates or owner @ 
| homesites at Masons Pointe; | sawmill. Log skidders 734-722-6444 734-718-3562 
ALL CASH CANDY ROUTE. Saturday, March 29, 11am; also available. EHO 
Do you earn up to Pamlico County, NC. Iron  ww.norwoodsawmills.com/300N 96. Houses | 
$800/day? Your own local | Horse Auction, NCAL#3936, Free information: | | 
candy route. Includes 30 800-997-2248, 1-800-578-1363 ext. 300-N 
machines and Canay. www.ironhorseauction.com WESTLAND 
All for $9,995. 2032 Ellsworth HOUSE FOR RENT 
Call 1-888-744-4651. PA Mae Heit Lo Wildwood/Palmer area WAYNE 
It] 2BR 1BA | 2 BEDROOM : : 
Sass Subscribe today and never miss 


Kayak Pools is looking for 
Demo Homesites to display 
our virtually "Maintenance 
Free" Pool. Save thousands 
of $$$ with our Pre-Season 


Fenced in back yard 313-510-3752 


Newly remodeled 


out on what is going on 


$75 QUEEN 
PLUSH PILLOWTOP 





2-piece Mattress 


42. Health | 
and Fitness 


Savings! 


$500/mon. | 
$1,000 total move-in | 106. At lt 
734-522-1512 | 


in your community. 


NEED MEDICAL & Box Set Call Now!! 800-31-KAYAK NORTHVILLE 1 N) 
SUPPLIES??? NEW in Plastic Discount Code: 522-L15 WESTLAND Walk to town f HE JOURNAL 
Free medical supplies and Can Deliver Duplexes for Rent 18062 Wildflower Dr. 
equipment for your use. 734-326-2744 87. Rooms For Rent 2BR - $550 & up 4BR w/master suite down 





Walkers, canes,wheelchairs, 
crutches, 


to name just a few. 
$150 KING PILLOWTOP 





AAA Willow Acres 


3BR - $625 & up 
Sec. deposit req. 
Flexible move-in cost 
Updated & freshly painted, 


5. 5BA, finished basement 
w/full kitchen 
5% seller assistance 
Price Reduced 


Call LWSPAr Today! 


The Belleville Enterprise, The Canton Eagle, The Inkster Ledger Star, 
The Northville Journal, The Plymouth Journal, 





DO YOU HAVE MEDICAL 3-piece Mattress & Split-box Motel, low daily and 1-1.5BA $995,000 The Romulus Roman, The Wayne Eagle, The Westland Eagle 
SUPPLIES THAT YOU DO Set weekly rates. Sec. 8 welcome MSL Listed 
NOT KNOW WHAT TO DO NEW in Bag Refrigerator, microwave, Full Time Mot. staff By Appt. Only 
WITH??? Can Deliver HBO. Call 734-507-9149 Call Agent at: 
Donate your supplies 734-721-3799 Call 734-721-1220 734-451-9400 or 
outright to the Tel-96 Inn 248-380-6418 


“Medical Supply Sharing 
Ministry.” 
Whether you need supplies, 
or have supplies to donate, 


New 5-Piece 
Contemporary Dinette Set 
w/smoked glass 


313-535-4100 
Fairlane in Novi 
248-347-9999 
Days Inn/Sunrise Motel 


30. Help Wanted 121. Autos Wanted 


2 cpt corse doll A ene ay CREDIT ASSOCIATES 
734-699-5565 734-637-2012 Part-Time/Temporary Positions 


55. Estate Sales | 


ESTATE SALE 
36000 Currier, Wayne 
Thur-Sun 3/27-3/30 
8AM to 5PM 
Everything must go! 
Household, Xmas, 
collectables, sewing, 
etc. 











Cost-Effective 


Notice is hereby given that 
on 4/24/08 at 9:30 am the 
following will be sold by 
competitive bidding at: 


Zan ee 


MICHIGAN PRESS “KSSOCIATION ME 
Michigan Press Ajo an 
827 N. Washington Ave. 
Lansing, Ml 48906-3197 
Phone: 517.372.2424. 

Fax: 517.372.2429 

www. michiganprege oe 
pobbie@mchgndples ore = 


Store-It Self Storage 
29180 Van Born 
Westland, MI 48186 


Unit #143-Deborah Adams: 
Household items, misc. 
goods; Unit 152-Dorinda K 
Wall: Household items, misc. 
goods; Unit #162-Jon P. 
Gamburd: Misc. goods; Unit 
#165-Ann Peterson: 
Household items, misc. 
goods; Unit #230-Scott 
Sochocki: Household items, 
misc. goods; Unit #170-Ms. 
Mishelle Kelly: Household 
items, misc. goods; Unit 
#1 22-Carson Outlaw: 


We re Jooking for registered nurses 
Medi 
level 1 traurna ce 


“ter, award winning 


and 2 children’s hospital. Ane. 
our Tear Members: 
Competitive salaries 
Aiftvit ASS SLAAICe 
Cement Oppeornul ues. 


Pull benietios package 


Recreational items, house- What are you waiting for? M | Pye CO UknTE 
hold items misc oods: Call us today at 912-350-7206 or em Or la <> De an ns i 1-800-843-3245 
5 ; g ’ visit weav.memeorialhealth.com/ careers. en ( 2 ) 


Unit #121-Mthembemi 





Counseling 


Services | 





Automotive 
Services 


cal Center in Savannah, Ga. We are 


If you could use a day at the beach, 
we could use you. 


our team at Mens 
2 $30-bed academic 


cardiovascular and cancer ot 


Ww pon 


we're located just ouinutes from 


W Tuition as ISLANCE 





usiness an 


Place your 2x2 display ad and 


On-site daycare 
Work-lite balan 


34. Specialized Services 


BRATCHER ELECTRIC 


COMPLETE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION SINCE 1956 


Remodeling » Service « City Repairs 


ss 734-722-0037 


35728 Van Born * Wayne 


ethos Coverage 









reach over 3.5 million readers 
for just $999! Place a 25-word 
classified ad and reach over 4 
million readers for just $299! 


Contact this newspaper or 
Bobbie and Roselie at 


Michigan Press Association. 


oriat Universit 
mecical cenier wi 
vaiment services 


ine beach, We atl 


¢ programs 


whird 3 seen Gon eai ered Arse. 


University Medical Center 


Kohl's Department Stores, in partnership with 
Lackner & Associates, Inc., is seeking friendly, 
outgoing people to greet customers, solicit and 

_.process Kohl's Charge applications during the 
Grand Opening of our new store in: 


CANTON TOWNSHIP SOUTH 


These positions are part-time, temporary 
assignments (April 6-26) with the potential for 
further employment. A friendly, customer-focused 
attitude and typing experience are required. We 
offer flexible hours and merchandise discounts. 
Several positions are available with an opportunity 
to earn a bonus! 


To apply for a position, please 
visit us at kohlscareers.com or 
call 1-877-885-6457 


MUST BE 17 YEARS OR OLDER TO APPLY © EOE 
A ea COMPANY 


Sl oe 


S as cles things” oe 


IAAI LARA ERIN ELLE PLA OR Ap DEP PPE BD 








rt BOD AA 


Motivational AFFORDABLE REPAIRS 
Car's Automotive Empowerment & IMPROVEMENTS Pearson Construction Petland 
Complete Auto Care Counseling Center | Services LLC We have the Pets! 
Auto Wares Landlord & Senior We Carry Puppies, Kittens, 
ASSOC: Discounts All Remodeling Work Birds, Fish, Small Animals, 
Certified Center * Substance Abuse Treatment 30 yrs. Exp Roofs, Basements, Decks, 


¢ Substance Abuse Classes 
¢ Mental Health Treatment 
¢DLAD Assessment 

¢ Anger Management 

¢ Domestic Violence 


734-728-8150 


Auto Salvage 





A-1 Auto 
Salvage & Scrap 





New Hardwood Floors 


Kitchen, Bath & 
Basement Remodeling 
Electrical & 
Plumbing Repair 
Painting / Drywall / Flooring 
Doors / Tile 
Small Jobs Welcome 





On time. Done nght” 


plus everything you need 
to care for them 


2087 Rawsonville Rd. 
Belleville, Ml 48111 
Exit 187 off of I-94 

Next to K-Mart 


Additions, Drywall, Painting, 
Electrical & Plumbing 
Kitchen & Baths 


734-658-4208 


Moving 








your Home or 


Call Starting at $7.00/sq. ft. 734-451-9888 <(De) sisson in our classified 
America's #1 Handyman On Time Arrival 
734-467-1900 For Free Estivmate Call: y Me help wanted section. 
Small to medium 734-722-6683 pat 
to place My Brothers Floor size projects www.twomen.com a 
your 194-905-6797 ands honey do.jems) 734-467-1900. 


Yew 8am - 10pm 
classified ad. 


Fully Licensed & Insured 


On WOW cable channel 14 


TODAY! 
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Worship Directory 
Christ Cemple Apostolic Faith Church 


DISTRICT ELDER LUKE A. McCLENDON, PASTOR 


= { Sunday Morning Prayer (8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m.) : 
5 Christian Education (9:15 a.m.-11:00 a.m.) =< 1 
Morning Worship Service (11:15 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Nee ee 


mane Room Available for Children 4 Years of Age and ‘Under** 


29124 Eton Street * Westland, MI 48186 * 734-326-3833 
www.christtempleafcw.com 


~Join Us For Worship 


Sunday School 
9:00 a.m. 





ES 
eZ 


Dana L. Darby, Pastor 
“Embrace Each Other As We Serve God” 





New Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church 4337 
821 Inkster Rd., Inkster, MI 48141 & 
Tel: 313-565-3006 


Moming Worship 
10:45 a.m. 










My aa a tae (se coe 
PYM LE UL Ce Cer a8 


Trasylol®, a drug used to control bleeding during surgery, 
has been linked to kidney failure, dialysis and death. 
if you or a loved one had surgery and then developed 
kidney failure, call us now at 1-800-THE-EAGLE for a 
free consultation. We practice law only in Arizona, but 
associate with lawyers throughout the country. 


www. 1800theeagle.com 


Call Eric at 


734-467-1900 to place your 


We Buy Scrap Metal 734-721-0900 734-482-8993 

& Junk Cars 734-968-0945 
Ferrous & Non-Ferrous : : www.PetlandBelleville.com ’ 
Set naan mem | usnes and Senics 

Hardwood Floors Movers Who Care. Neg 
eb Tapas Installation/Repair Boxes 
Ypsilanti, Ml ein SS rarer Packaging Supplies extra help? . 
(734 483-0901 Hetinishing ) tae Directory ad. 
* Services for Advertise 









PAGE 10 








PUBLISHED By THE JOURNAL NEWSPAPERS 


SPORTS 


Marcu 27, 2008 











Tim Hardin hopes to restore John Glenn football to its glory years as thr new head varsity football coach. 


Hardin times 





Glenn coach hopes to restore tradition 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


Has John Glenn football fallen 
on hard times? 

Hardin times is more like it. 

Every team has that one per- 
son—whether it’s a coach, player 
or super-fan—that embodies the 
spirit of the program and bleeds 
school colors. 

For the Glenn football squad, 
that person with Rocket red, 
white and blue pumping through 
their veins is Tim Hardin, the new 
varsity head coach. And it should 
be—his history with the program 
runs long and deep, making him a 
Glenn guy through and through. 


The 39-year-old Westland: 


_ native was handed the head varsi- 

ty position earlier this month and 
his main goal is to return the 
Rockets to the glory days. 

It shouldn’t be too hard for 
Hardin. His mother has worked in 
the school district for more than 
30 years. He went to high school at 
Glenn, where he played on the 
football team as an offensive 
guard and linebacker. He was a 
part of the first team in Glenn his- 
tory to go 9-0 and make the play- 
offs. He has taught at Glenn for 11 
years and has coached in the foot- 
ball program in one way or anoth- 
er for the last 20 years. Now his 
children go to school in the dis- 
trict. 

‘Tm all about John Glenn,’ he 
said. “I’m not about just football or 
being a head football coach. I’ve 
dedicated my life to this district. 
In my 20 years of coaching, I have 
had all of the training and all of 
the best training that a person 
could get prior to becoming a 
head coach.” 

It all started early, too. 

He graduated in June 1986 and 
started as an assistant coach on 
the varsity team under famed 
Glenn Coach Chuck Gordon in 
August of the same year. His 


coaching career and college edu- 
cation and Eastern Michigan 
University were briefly interrupt- 
ed when he enlisted in the Army. 
He was stationed in Oklahoma 
before he headed to the Middle 
East for Desert Storm. He fin- 
ished out his three-year term and 
was discharged in August, 1991. 

From Oklahoma, he called 
Gordon, who already started the 
team’s two-a-day practices, and 
secured a coaching position. The 
morning after he got back to 
Michigan he was at on the field. 

He’s been coaching ever since. 

For 19 years he was an assis- 
tant on the varsity team, but he 
took the head junior varsity job 
last season and turned a 1-8 team 
around to a 63 unit. 

Through the years, while work- 
ing full time as a manager for a 
Nordic Track store, Hardin 
pieced together enough credits 
for a teaching degree and an 
English degree. He taught a year 
in Redford before he moved to 
John Glenn to teach American 
History. 

Gordon retired four years ago, 
but he and Hardin remained in 
close contact. Hardin says they 
talk about four times a week, 
mostly as friends, but that 
changed last year. 

“When I became the head jun- 
lor varsity coach I talked to him a 
lot more about football,’ Hardin 
said. “He gave me a lot of advice 
being a head coach and I will con- 
tinue to do that as the varsity 
coach now.” 

Hardin admitted that being the 
head varsity coach wasn’t some- 
thing he always wanted to do. He 
was actually quite satisfied with 
the impact he made with the play- 
ers as an assistant. Then he got a 
taste of the larger impact he had 
on the players being the head JV 
coach and decided to set his sights 
higher. 

“IT love coaching,” he said. “I 


love the impact you can have with 
kids in coaching. 

“When Chuck left I had no 
intention of being the head 
coach,” he added. “I would have 
been happy being a coordinator 
under another head coach for the 
rest of my career. I realized— 
especially after being the head JV 
coach—as a head coach you have 
a significantly higher amount of 
an ability to impact the kids. My 
desire to not be a head coach was 
never a lack of passion for the 
game or for the kids. Really, I 
think it was a low ego—I’ve never 
had a big ego. I never had to be 
the top dog—I just wanted to help 
kids.” 


Now he is the top dog with 20 . 


other coaches to help restore the 
Glenn pride. Hardin has 11 coach- 
es on the varsity staff—up from 
just six last year 

“We want to bring back the 
Glenn tradition,” he said. “We 
don’t want to just maintain the tra- 
dition we want to improve it. I 
have a Saying: innovation is not 
important to me, execution is.” 

Hardin has some strong foun- 
dations to build on. The varsity 
team was one victory away from 
the playoffs and the JV squad 
went 6-3, which would have been 
good enough for a varsity team to 
make the playoffs. Along the way 
the varsity Rockets reclaimed the 
City Championship from Rival 
Wayne, who held it for the past 
three years. 

Glenn only has 12 players— 
three of them starters—returning 
for their senior year next season. 
The biggest hole to fill is at quar- 
terback with the graduation of 
Keshawn Martin, who earned a 
football scholarship to Michigan 
State University. 

Hardin said Martin will be 
tough to replace but feels they 
have talented players willing to 


See Glenn, page 11 


Wayne names new coach, 
Weber ready for challenge 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


All eyes will be on Kevin Weber 
when the Wayne Memorial Zebras 
take to the gridiron in August. 

Forget about the players on the 
field. Never mind who commands 
the team on the opposite sideline. 
The focus will be on the new head 
varsity football coach. 

After former varsity coach Craig 
Hnatuk’s unexpectedly retired 
after last season, Weber was thrust 
into the spotlight when he became 
one of the youngest head coaches 
in the area earlier this month at 





“Tt’s exciting,” he said. “It’s going 
to be one of the more challenging 
things that I have ever done. I love 
a challenge. That’s one of the rea- 
sons that I wanted to do it because 
I knew it would be a challenge. I 
didn’t want to take the easy way 
and just hang out and keep doing 
the head JV thing. I wanted to step 
up and do the whole enchilada.” 

Although he is hungry for suc- 
cess, Weber will have to face some 
major obstacles, including partici- 
pation numbers. The program had 
just 100 kids from top to bottom 
during the 2007 campaign, he said. 
A Division one school normally 





the age of 26. boasts 150-plus 
That’s not a9 : athletes from 
something that , | dp resapin), freshman level 
bothers Weber, They re all great kids. up. 
though. That’s one of the As a result, 
“Only if we . 7 pou a Wayne is usually 
lose will it be a ngs that lm - forced to play a 
factor,” he said of really excited about— handful of play- 
his youth. “It’s ers on offense 
kind of like Bobby they ie apsouiey and defense. That 
Knight. Bobby | wondertul kid's to have. won't be an 


Knight was a 
great coach then 
all of sudden his methods were an 
issue when they didn’t win. Age 
will be the same thing. If we’re win- 
ning, then no one cares. If we lose 
then we’re inexperienced—it’s a 
double-edged sword. If the worst 
thing people can say about me is 
that ’'m too young than I think ’m 
all right. Someday I'll be too old.” 
His positive energy and enthusi- 
asm filled the eerily quiet of the 
office—stuck deep in the underbel- 
ly of Wayne Memorial High 
School—which he will call home in 
the fall. Classes were out of session 


' because it was Good Friday and 
the emptiness of the school was a 


strange departure from the usual 
hustle and bustle that fills the halls. 

Weber was already hard at 
work, watching footage from last 
season looking for ways to improve. 
Later he had plans to meet a coach 
from outside the area to collect 
tapes of an offense he hopes to 
emulate. 

That’s the type of guy Weber is— 
a hardworking leader. 

Weber hails from Charlotte, a 
small town outside of Lansing, 
where he played defensive back 
and running back. He graduated 
from Western Michigan University 
where he earned a teaching 
degree. 

He moved to Westland four 
years ago and started teaching 
English at the high school. He 
immediately took a job as an assis- 
tant coach on the junior varsity 
team and, after two years, was 
named the head JV coach. 

In his first year running the JV 
program went 9-0. Things couldn't 
be any better, he said. Due to low 
participation numbers and inexpe- 
rience on the field, the team 
reversed its record to 0-9 this past 
season. 


Now it’s a new ball game with 
new challenges. Big ones. 








acceptable plan 
under Weber. 

“We have to get more kids 
involved,” he said. “We can’t plan 
on starting six kids two ways in this 
league. We do that every year and 
every year we get banged up and 
then we’re patching holes up.” 

Another challenge will be filling 
the hole of some prominent ath- 
letes to play in the option-spread 
offense that he helped establish 
last season. The system faired well 
for standout senior quarterback 
D.J. Freeman. He graduates in 
June and heads to Ferris State 
University on scholarship in the 
fall. On top. of that, Freeman’s 
younger brother Allan Freeman—a 
top: running back and a solid ‘ 
receiver—defected to Inkster. 
Anthony Baskins, another big-time 
running back, also transferred out 
of the school. 

Weber said he has plenty of ath- 
letes that are capable of stepping 
up. Most of them participated on 
the junior varsity team that went 9- 
0. 

‘“T think that the type of offense 
that we play caters to the type of 
athlete that we typically have in 
our school,” he said. “So we have to 
utilize an offense that uses that 
kind of athlete instead of the big 
kid that can smash people and 
move them out of the way because 
we don't have that. We’re going to 
spread the field and put people in 
position to be athletes.” 

Wayne has a larger number of 
defensive players returning. That, 
with a new 44 scheme, should help 
on that side of the ball, according to 
Weber. 

“They're all great kids,’ Weber 
said. ‘That's one of the things that 
I’m really excited about—they’re 
absolutely wonderful kids to have.” 

Regardless of how the regular 
season progresses, the real test will 


See Wayne, page 11 


slamin’ 
charity event 


The Faculty at Mead s Mill 
Middle School in Northville 
faced off against the Students in 
a charity basketball game (far 
left) last Thursday in celebration 
of the of 11-year-old student 
Christoph Bartschat’s efforts to 
raise money for cancer research 
through his charity group, 
Christoph’s A.L.L. Stars. 
Bartschat was diagnosed within 
the last year with Acute 
Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ALL). 
As hard as the students tried the 
faculty pulled out a 49-31 victo- 
ry. Students and faculty had a 
surprise visit at halftime from the 
Detroit Piston’s Hooper and 
Flight Crew. Hooper, the 
Piston’s mascot, and two Flight 
Crew members entertained the 
middle school with dancing and 


iS ene high-flying, acrobatic 


lam-dunks (left). 
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Kitchener soaheaden Stave Mason stops Plymouth’s Kaine Geldart on a penalty shot on Saturday night at 
the Compuware Arena in Plymouth Township. Plymouth lost the match, 6-4, and trailed 0-3 in the best-of- 
seven quarterfinals going into Wednesday's Game 4. Photo by Walt Dmoch 





Last year at this time everyone 
sang the praises of the Plymouth 
Whalers as they went on to win 


the OHL championship. 


This year the Whalers started 
out on the wrong note. Heading 
into press time on Tuesday, 
Plymouth was down 0-3 against 
the Kitchener Rangers in the 
opening playoff series and faced 


elimination on Wednesday. 
It only makes sense. 


Kitchener is one of the best 
teams in the Canadian Hockey 
League and the Whalers just 


squeaked into the playoffS as the 


eighth seed in the Western 


Conference of the OHL. 
By the time this is read the 


defending champs could already 


be making vacation plans if the 
Rangers pulled out another high- 
caliber victory at Compuware 
Arena on Wednesday. The results 
of the decisive Game 4 were 
unavailable at press time. 

Monday's Game 3 results were 
in: 

Host Kitchener got behind its 


Whalers trail, 0-3, in playofts 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


center Justin Azevedo, who 
scored a goal and notched four 
assists, to burn the Whalers, 7-3. 

Matt Halischuk scored twice 
for Kitchener, while Mike Duco, 
Nazem Kadri, Mikkel Boedker 
and Mike Mascioli added single 
marks in the victory. The Rangers 
led 2-0 after one period and 4-2 
after 40 minutes. The Whalers 
battled from behind, cutting the 
Kitchener lead at various points 
in the game to 2-1, 4-2 and 5- 
3. Kitchener outshot Plymouth, 
32-20. 

Chris Terry scored twice and 
added an assist for the Whalers. 
Joe McCann added a single goal. 

The Whalers put on a better 
show in Game 2 at the 
Compuware Arena on Saturday 
night but they still fell short, 64. 

Terry put Plymouth on the 
board first with a goal 8:14 into 
the first period. 

Kitchener, as they have 
throughout the series, had an 
answer. The Rangers went on a 
three-goal scoring spree by 
Yannick Weber, Nazem Kadri and 
Halischuk respectively to take a 
3-1 lead after one. 





Plymouth narrowed the lead 
when AJ Jenks scored at the 15:16 
mark of the second. Less than 
three minutes later, Mike Duco 
restored the Rangers’ two-point 
advantage. 

Then Weber and Kandari 
scored just 24 seconds apart in 
the third for a 6-2 lead. 

Plymouth finished out the last 
16 minutes with a goal from 
Christian Steingraber—his first of 
the season—and Patrick Lee. But 
that would be all for the Whalers 
in Game 2. 

The Whalers fell to the 
Rangers, 9-2, in a Friday shocker 
at Kitchener 

The Rangers took a 41 lead in 
the first with goals from 
Halischuk, Ben Shutron and two 
from Weber. Terry scored the 
lone Whaler goal. 

Kitchener scored five more in 
the second. Nick Spaling and 
Kadri each scored two and 
Halischuk one in the period. 

Spaling added his third of the 
night in the third to give 
Kitchener a 9-1 lead. Lee scored 
the only other Whaler goal at the 
14:39 mark of the third. 


Ignition scores record 29 points against Cougars 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


The Detroit Ignition scored an 
all-time high 29 points against the 
California Cougars as they earned 
their seventh consecutive victory on 
Saturday. 

Team leading scorer Jerome 
Beasley was the Cougars’ worst 
nightmare. He netted five goals to 
lead club to the 29-12 victory in 
Stockton, Ca. 

The scoring started early and 
took place often as the Ignition 
gained a 9-2 lead after one period. 

Beasley started off the scoring 
for the Ignition, netting a two-point 
tally just 17 seconds into the match. 
At 4:35 of the first quarter, 
Hewerton Moreira buried an unas- 
sisted three-point shot to give 
Detroit a five-point lead. Ignition 
rookie Leo Gibson scored his sec- 
ond and third MISL career goals 
two minutes apart in the first, put- 
ting the Ignition up 9-0. 

Forward Ryan Hall put the 
Cougars on the board at 12:02 with a 
two-point score. 

The Cougars inched closer in the 
second when California Coach/for- 





ward Bernie Lilavois scored a two- 
point goal with an assist from Majell 
Aterado just 36 seconds into the sec- 
ond quarter. Less than 30 seconds 
later, defender Evan McNeley, with 
an assist from Lilavois, scored two 
more points for the Cougars making 
ita 9-6 game. 

Detroit got things going again at 
1:52 of the second with a two-point 
mark from Ignition captain Droo 
Callahan. 

After that everyone tuned into 
the Beasley show as he scored back- 
to-back-to-back tallies. 

First, he put a three-point shot 
past California keeper Matt 
McDougall with an assist from Ze 
Roberto at 5:43. Then, 18 seconds 
later, he scored again to give the 
Ignition a 17-6 advantage. At 7:43, he 
scored his fourth goal of the night— 
a two-pointer tally with an assist 
from Hewerton. 

With about a minute to play in 
the half, Lilavois stymied a Detroit 
rush and notched two-points for the 
Cougars with an assist from 
Aterado. The long period came to a 
close when defender Jonathan 
Greenfield closed out the half for 
Detroit with a two-point goal to 
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bring the score to 21-8. 

Gibson scored the only goal in 
the third quarter at 11:50, pushing 
the Ignition’s lead to 15 off a give 
from Ze Roberto. 

Detroit forward Mike Apple 
started the fourth with a two-point- 
er at 3:39. The Cougars went back 
on the prowl 
with two goals. 

Birmingham 
native Ryan 
Mack scored two 
points for the 
Ignition at 11:05 
with a set-up 
from Ze Roberto. 
Beasley book- 
ended the near 
perfect game 
with his fifth goal 
of the night, 
bringing the final 
score to 29-12. 

The Ignition 
(19-7)—still tied 
for first place 
W ] t h 
Milwaukee— 
hosts the New 
Jersey Ironmen 
(13-14) on Friday. 


Wayne 


FROM PAGE 10 


be week seven when the Zebras face 
off against cross-town rival John 
Glenn for the City Championship—a 
game that was played in week nine 
before the merger of the Kensington 
Valley and Western Lakes confer- 


FROM PAGE 10 


step up and fill those shoes and do 
some pretty good things. 

One of the first and foremost 
goals on Hardin’s mind is to get the 
Rockets back to the playoffs. Under 
the Gordon reign, John Glenn made 
the playoffs 15 out of his 16 years as 
coach. 

Hardin said in order to do that 
has to lead by example and get the 
players to buy into the discipline, 
the character and integrity that they 
will try to install in them. 

He thinks it’s possible. 


Send us 
your letters 


The Journal Newspapers wel- 
comes all letters to the editor. 
Letters should be addressed to: 
The Editor, The Journal 
Newspapers, 

35540 Michigan Ave., 
Wayne, Michigan 48184, 


All letters will be considered 
for publication and may be edited 
for content, space and length. 
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ences. 

“The rivalry will get even more 
intense especially since what hap- 
pened after the last game,” he said. 
“Plus, one of our assistant coaches 
went back to Glenn. So it will still be 
a big game, just a different week” 

Whatever happens, all eyes will 
be on Weber and company from the 
first snap to the last. 

No pressure, though. 


“T think John Glenn kids are 
great kids,” he said. ‘The success of 
our football program of the years 
has been for two reasons: one, great 
coaching and, two, great kids. We 
still have great kids in the district 
and great kids in this program. 
There’s no reason we can’t be as 
good as we were in the past if not 
better”’ 
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UNFINISHED 
BASEMENTS 





A select number of home owners in the area will be given — 
the opportunity to have a lifetime Basement Makeover — 
System installed in their home at a reasonable cost. 


lf we can use your home in our campaign to showcase 
the look of our new basement finishing system, we will 
definitely make it worth your while. 


Should your home and location meet our marketing needs, 
you will receive attractive pricing and have access to our 
special low interest unsecured bank financing. 


An Ultimate Basement Makeover will provide your home ~ 
with additional space and unsurpassed beauty....guaranteed! 


This offer will be serviced on a first come, first serve basis. 


INQUIRE TODAY TO SEE IF YOUR HOME QUALIFIES! 


1-800-652-2881 


www.UltimateBasementMakeover.com 
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